Leys News 


Delivered FREE to over 5000 homes across the Leys 


ISSUE 117 | May 2014 


SPRING INTO ACTION! 


a 


PEOPLE from across the Leys took part in an 
outdoor fun day at Spindleberry Nature Reserve. 
Throughout the day visitors chatted to the stall 
holders and many joined in with the yoga taster 
sessions, pond dipping and face painting. Matt 
Cave, the artist who created the five wooden 
animal sculptures in Spindleberry Nature Reserve 
was on hand to show off his skills with a chainsaw. 

Various groups and organisations took part in the 
event, including Groundwork South, Leys Housing Pi 
Consortium, the Communities and Neighbourhoods _ 4 
Team, Leys Community Market, the Clockwork project, a 
Blackbird Leys Parish Councillors and Oxford City é 
Councillors. 

Monique van Assouw, Community Project Officer 
of The Conservation Volunteers, said: "It was great to 
see so many people take part, and | would like to thank 
the young women of Leys CDI who were part of the 
decision making team of this project.” 

She added: “They also made a great contribution 
to the design of the wooden sculptures and the 
information boards, and more. Together with the other 
participants of this project, they have helped to improve | 
and enhance Spindleberry Nature Reserve for the 
benefit of the local community as well as for wildlife." 

Sinnita Williams, Youth Worker at Leys CDI, 
added:“We had a wonderful time and the girls showed 
lots of people around Spindleberry. They are very 
proud of all the achievements." 

A celebratory cake, complete with girls on a bench ; ice 
and a pond with fish, ducks and reeds, was cut by the eS 
Leys CDI young women. Photos by the Conservation Volunteers. 


Parenting 
with 
Lauraine 
Dineen 
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Jo Stannard—A tribute 


By Trio Watson me a 


and Sasha East 


IT IS with much sadness that 
we announce the death of 
former Leys News Editor, Jo 
Stannard. For many years Jo 
made a huge impact at Leys 
News. Starting out in 2000 as 
a volunteer in our offices, she 
then took up the paid position 
of office manager before 

then spending a number of 
years as our editor. Jo was a 
talented artist, designer and 
photographer and shared her 
skills with many local residents 
as part of her work with the 
paper. Her Leys Linx logo 
remains part of the community 
landscape, and her high 
standards kept Leys News on 
a strong footing from those 
early days on. 

Jo had a subtle but rich 
sense of humour and helped 
to produce a spoof edition of 
Leys News as a parting gift for 
her predecessor Al Cane. For 
this Jo created images of alien 
spacecraft landing in the Leys, 
among other mock stories 
involving local people. “Sleaze 
News’ was well received and 
raised many a chuckle. 

After Leys News, Jo 
became a tutor at Blitz IT Hub, 
first teaching photography 
and art and then teaching 
hundreds of beginners in 
using computers and the 
internet. She had great energy 
and enthusiasm which she 
shared with the students. She 
earned the respect of students 
and colleagues alike by the 
high quality of the teaching 
materials she produced and 
her professionalism. 


Jo’s particular passion 
was the natural world and 
she created some amazing 
botanical drawings and 
photographs of plants. Her love 
of nature was important to her 
throughout her life. She loved 
the outdoors and camping was 
her favourite way to spend a 
holiday. 

Her funeral was on 28 
March and was attended by 
long-standing friends and 
supporters from the many 
areas of her life. She will be 
remembered by us all for a 
long time to come. She leaves 
behind her parents Pat and 
Angela, and brother Nick. 


As an artist much of her 
work was three dimensional. 
She enjoyed creating 
interesting and unique 
ways of looking at everyday 
spaces and her quirky unique 
installations captured our 
imaginations. Her work was 
shown in Germany and she 
had many local exhibitions, 
including ones at Modern Art 
Oxford, the O3 Gallery and the 
Ovada Gallery. 

Jo’s creativity shined 
through in her style of dress 
and she would put together 
outfits from charity shop finds 
that were stylish and inimitable. 
She always looked fantastic. 

$k cal Fe, aa" ve) ie, 
Bye 
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LAST moni Ss rien campaliiion winners are (above) Georgia, aged iH, from Greater Leys 


and (below) Isaac, aged 9, also from Greater Leys. They both win a Transformers 87 Piece Art 
Set. For this month's new drawing competition turn to page 12. 
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Letter from the Editor 


| | | and ideas planned for the 
Hello! 


next one! 
HAPPY May Day everyone! 


Leys News is always 
pleased to welcome new 
It is most definitely a new 
season, and the Leys is 


volunteers to the team, so 
a BIG WELCOME to the 

looking very leafy and 

colourful as people’s 


following: Becky Lee, Anna 
gardens, window boxes and 


Temple, Stella Gathenya, 
Consolata Ndyema, Beth 
balconies start to burst into 
life with colour. 


Speich, Lauraine Dineen, 
Kelly Appleby, Fran Martyr, 

As well as the seasons 
changing, | am delighted to 


June Cross, Sophie 
Brandon, Muzghan Hisari. 
announce some changes 
to the team of community 


Also a warm welcome to 
our sports reporting team, 
. ; Joe Parker and Daniel 
journalists here at Leys Samworth. You will see 
News. ; that this is a packed issue 
Following a very with lots of new faces and 
successful and well new features. We hope you 
attended Community 
Journalism training course 
at the Leys Children’s 


enjoy it! 
Centre, we now have 


Have a great month 
and enjoy your May Day 
a whole new army of 
keen writers who have 


celebrations! 
contributed to this issue, 


and already have stories 


SUBMISSIONS 


Leys News welcomes submissions and ideas 
for articles and photographs from all sectors 

of the community. If you would like to send us 

a press release about your community project 
please email it to editor@leysnews.co.uk and we 
will consider it for publication in a future issue. 


Please note: do not embed photos and logos 
into word documents but sent send them as 
separate picture files. 


The next issue of Leys News will be delivered 
on 31 May and the deadline for advertising 
and editorial copy is 15 May. 


CLUB IS JUST 
THE JOB 


BLACKBIRD Leys Job Club offers support for work 
and learning needs. Why not call in and have a chat 
to find out how to progress your future career. A 
range of support and advice is available. 

The club is based at Blackbird Leys Youth and 
Community Centre, on Wednesday mornings from 10am 
—12 noon. 

Job Club is also held at The Leys Children’s Centre, 
Cuddesdon Corner, Cuddesdon Way on a fortnightly 
basis, the next sessions are on 14 May, 11 June, 25 June 
and 9 July, or call into the Children’s Centre to find out 
more. 


@ If you would like more information, Job Club 
can be contacted on mob 0793 1400108, 


or email jobclub@aspireoxford.co.uk, 
or just drop in. 


WANT TO 
ADVERTISE 


IN LEYS NEWS? 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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H To find out more about the 
playscheme and the after school club 
that meets daily phone 01865 236646 


The children clearly had a good time and in 
their evaluation sheets talked often about 
the fun they had had and their meeting new 


with lots of constructive things to do.” 
On the last day they had two special 
treats. Sainsbury’s supplied an Easter egg 


BLAP has a new Play and Project 
Leader. Joey Phillips has volunteered 
at BLAP for six months and has taken 


over from Alston Quammie. 

Joey and his team organised an 
Easter holiday playscheme with over 30 
youngsters attending on most days. 


friends. 
“She seems happier and chattier” was 


one parent’s comment and another talked 
about "organised child supervision packed 


Open day at 
the Clockhouse! 


ON Saturday 17 May it will all be 
happening at the Clockhouse at the 
annual Open Day. 

There will be bric-a-brac stalls to 
browse, cakes and tea in the Clockhouse 
café, delicious jams and chutneys, 
tombolas, raffles, and lots of free taster 
activities including yoga and card-making. 

The event is to raise funds for 
community organisations based in the 


building and to promote the many different 
activities that go on in the Clockhouse 
throughout the year. It’s a great opportunity 
to support hard-working volunteer groups, 
and to find out what’s on at the Clockhouse 
this Spring and Summer. The open day will 
take place between 11am and 3pm. 


@ For more details please ring 
01865 395908. 


The Leys Community First 
Funding —your last chance! 


APRIL has arrived and with it brings 
the final nine months of Community 
First funding. 

Since the Community Development 
Foundation funding started in The Leys it 
has allocated over £20K of funding to 24 
community groups who work in the local 
area. 

The funding has provided start-up 
funds for groups such as The Leys Events 
Group, who reinstated the Leys Fair 
a couple of years ago which has now 
progressed into the Leys Festival, the next 
one taking place in September. 

It has also enabled existing groups to 
provide additional activities and events. 
The Church of the Holy Family received 


funding for the production of Joseph and 


his Amazing Coloured Dreamcoat which 


was a huge success. 


BLAP has received funding to assist 


with new equipment being installed. This 
will benefit the young people who attend 


the centre. 

If you’re interested in applying for 
Community First funding in 2014 the 
deadlines for this year are 6 June and 26 
September. 

Don't miss this fantastic opportunity to 
get funds for your community and group. 


= For more information contact 
Cheryl Snudden on 07833404411, 
or email csnudden@oxford.gov.uk 


for all the children and one of the parents had 


cooked and decorated cup cakes for them all. 


The next holiday playscheme for 8-13 year 
olds is during half-term from May 27-30. 


or email blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


BLAP is also always keen to hear from 
anyone thinking of volunteering. 


Coffee, cake and company 
at the Community Centre 


EVERY Wednesday 
from 10.30am-—1pm a 
group of Leys residents 
has been meeting at the 
Jack Argent room for tea, 
coffee and company-and 
cake of course! 

At the moment it is a 
small group, but organisers 


are keen to encourage other 
residents from across the 
Leys to drop in. 

There is a voluntary 
contribution on arrival to 
cover the cost of provisions 
for as many drinks as 
people like and to stay 
as long as they like. The 


group has received really 
positive feedback from 
those attending and from 
their families as it gives 
people who don't often get 
the chance to socialise an 
opportunity to do so. 
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Caterpillar food plants 


WE ARE soon coming into 
the season when butterflies 
will start to animate 

our gardens with their 
presence. 

It should be kept in mind 
though that adult butterflies 
can often require different 
food plants than when they 
were tiny caterpillars. Nice 
as butterflies are, we not 
only need to provide food 
plants for them but for those 
earlier caterpillars too. If 
we don't have a thriving 
population of caterpillars we 
won't see the next 
generation of butterflies. 

A simple article this 
time in that | am just going 
to list some of the species 
that are attracted to some 
common plants found in 
many gardens. 

So you see, just growing 
different length grasses 
in your garden can work 
wonders, but just having 
these plants isn’t enough. 
Check with your local 
Environmental Records 
Centre to see what species 
are in your area that you 
have the likelihood of 
attracting. 
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EERE ESSE 


Saturday 6th Se 


Nettles 

Comma 

Red Admiral 

Small Tortoiseshell 


Grasses 

Essex Skipper 
Small Skipper 
Silver-spotted 
Skipper 

Large Skipper 
Marbled White 
Grayling 
Meadow Brown 
Gatekeeper 
Small Heath 
Ringlet 
Speckled Wood 
Wall Brown 
Mountain Ringlet 
Scotch Argus 


Bird’s Foot Trefoil 
Clouded Yellow 
Wood White 
Common Blue 
Dingy Skipper 
Green Hairstreak 


Garlic Mustard, 
Honesty and 
Lady’s Smock 
Orange Tip 
Honeysuckle 
White Admiral 


Thistles and 
Burdock 
Painted Lady 


Sorrel or Dock 
Small Copper 


Holly and Ivy 
Holly Blue 
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GROWING 
YOUR OWN 


VEGETABLES 


By Reg Curnock 


THIS time of year has always been 
considered as a lean month for 
harvesting crops. Indeed, both April 
and May have traditionally been 
known as the Hungry Gap, that 
period of the year when there is a 
real shortage of fresh vegetables and 
salads. 

Of course, supermarket produce, 
flown in from various parts of the world, 
now conceals this issue from most of us, 
especially the non-gardener, but if you are 
keen to eat as much of your own, local 
home-grown food as you can, then you will 
be relying heavily on brassicas such as 
cabbages, cauliflower, broccoli and curly 
kale. 

But take heart, as this is a good time 


BEEBE RERBRBREER RR RBPERBRERERREES 


pt 2014, 12-4pm__: 


‘Blackbird Leys Park, Cuddesdon Way: 


Sagan RE 


BEERS PSR ERECT EROS RRR PEPER ERE 


LIVE OR WORK IN THE LEYS? 
LIKE TO BE PART OF THE... 


" WE NEED You! 


CAN YOU HELP TO 
ORGANISE IT? 
HELP TO FUND IT? 
GOT AN IDEA? 


To get involved, call Oxfordshire Play Association (OPA) on: 
01865 779474 or email: jane.gallagher@oxonplay.org.uk 
Www.oxonplay.org.uk 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 
PARISH COUNCIL 


supported by | =f 


ree bi wt 
og onl ar 


& ' 7: 
Le tl, 
ited, \\ (formerly the 

7 \ ‘Leys Fair’) 
WANT TO BE 
INVOLVED? 

ANYTHING YOU 
WANT TO DO? 


Local Leys 
Organisations 
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GO GREEN ON THE LEYS 


GREEN FINGERS 


Photo: Jeremy Keith 


to get ahead by sowing seeds indoors or 

outdoors in cold frames or under cloches, 
and if your soil has warmed up by sowing 
seeds directly outside. 

| have just come back from Brittany in 
France where | spent a few days, and the 
seeds of lettuce, radish, beetroot, fennel 
and broad beans that | sowed in the open 
ground before | left are now all up and 
growing well. Along with my onion sets and 
shallots, so | can safely advise that you 
can get busy preparing your seed bed and 
get sowing. 

You must always think six months 
ahead when gardening, in fact you should 
make a note now to sow your winter 
vegetables during the month of May, things 
such as cabbage, cauliflowers, winter 
cabbage, brussel sprouts, curly kale and 
Swiss chard. If you don’t you will have an 
especially lean time during the Hungry gap 
next April!! 

| wish more people would use the 
old fashioned barter system that we 
used during the last war. | take a bag of 
vegetables every week to a dear friend of 
mine, who sometimes writes in the Leys 
News, and she gives me some duck 
eggs, and they are wonderful, so rich, and 
colourful. 


THINGS TO HARVEST NOW 


Early spring onions sown last autumn, will 
nearly be ready to use, if picked before 
they get too big the flavour is milder. 

Spinach will be able to supply fresh 
tender leaves providing that you sowed 
them earlier in the year. 

Spring cabbage will be ready to harvest 
during April and May, that is if you did not 
forget to sow them last July. You can use 
them when the leaves are slightly loose, or 


wait for them to heart up. 

Leeks are getting to the end of their 
usefulness now, they will soon be going to 
seed. What | normally do if | have some 
leeks left over, and | need the ground for 
other produce, is to dig them all up and dig 
a trench and put them into it and partially 
cover them with soil. 

This way they will last for another 
few weeks, and the ground they were in 
is released for other crops. The same 
method can also be applied to parsnips, 
because they too will soon be going to 
seed, 

Cauliflowers (sown last May) should 
be cropping now. | used my first in early 
April and it was very tasty too! Other crops 
that are in season is purple sprouting, and 
rhubarb, and if you have a greenhouse you 
should be harvesting winter lettuce also. 


THINGS TO SOW 


Most outdoor seed can be sown now, 
except for the ones that are frost tender, 
such as marrows, courgettes, sweetcorn, 
peppers and chillies. All of these can be 
sown indoors into modules hardened off 
at the end of the month, ready to plant out 
when the danger of frost is gone, normally 
around the second week in May. 

Do not forget that salad crops such as 
radish, lettuce and spring onions should be 
sown every ten to fourteen days apart so 
that you always have some ready for use, 
without having a glut. 

Sweetcorn needs a long growing 
season, so it’s worth getting your crop off 
to an early start under cover. | normally 
sow mine about the second week in April 
into modules, so that | can plant them into 
the open ground the third week in May. 


Is your child struggling at school or do 


they need a boost to improve their grades? 


English - Maths - Reading - Science 


Ages 5-16 


Oxford Education Centres-the only tuition centre 
in Oxford staffed by fully qualified teachers 


Call for a FREE assessment on 01865 402950 or visit 
www.oxfordeducationcentres.com 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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Thanks to the Blackbird Leys Parish Council for sponsoring this page 


Eg¢g-citing Easter bonnet parade 


Step out 
for Stroke 
Walk 


THE Stroke Association is holding 

a Step Out for Stroke Walk and a 
Community Fair on 27 May at Oxford 
Town Hall where they will be offering 
free blood pressure checks and a 
range of other activities. 

Nearly 1,500 people in Oxfordshire 
have a stroke every year and there are 
nearly 11,000 people living with the 
effects of stroke in the county. Stroke 
kills twice as many women as breast 
cancer and three times the number of 


COLOURFUL Easter displays decked the halls 
and Easter bunnies and bonnets vied for centre 
stage in the Easter bonnet parade at Longlands 
Care Home in Blackbird Leys. 

Angela Lindsay, Activity Coordinator and 
her dedicated team of volunteers arranged an 
Easter egg treasure hunt in which residents and 


| staff competed, searching the expanse of the 


lovely gardens. A day in the sun, filled with fun 
and excitement. 

Mrs Jean Phillips, 81, said: “This is a great 
time of year. Easter brings happy memories 
about the fun times | had with my family. It’s 
wonderful!” 

Chef, Christopher Amos, added: “Holiday 
celebrations at Easter weekend was 
accompanied by an assortment of culinary 
delights. Traditionally serving fish on Good 
Friday, rounded off with a roast pork buffet on 
Easter Monday.” 


PICTURED: Charlene Thornett (Carer Assistant) 


~— and Jean Phillips. 


men as prostate cancer. 

A stroke is a brain attack which 
happens when the blood supply to 
the brain is cut off, caused by a clot 
or bleed in the brain. A stroke can 
happen in an instant but the effects 
can last a lifetime. Many strokes could 
be prevented which is why the Stroke 
Association wants the people of 
Oxfordshire to join in Action on Stroke 
Month. 

The Stroke Association is a charity 
which campaigns for improvements 
in care; supports stroke survivors to 
make the best recovery they can; and 
funds research to come up with new 
treatments. 


@ If you have lost someone to 
stroke, have survived one yourself, 
or you want to fundraise go to: 
www.stroke.org.uk 


Twirl your 
baton with the 
Majorettes! 


STRAWBERRY Fayre Majorettes are 
now taking on new members to join their 
display troupe. 

Training takes place every Wednesday 
and the first Saturday of each month in the 
Barn, Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys. 
Tiny tots from four to seven years 6.05pm 
- 6.50pm, £3, eight years and above 7pm 
- 9.15pm. The cost is £5.00 per session. 
Once fully trained, you will be provided with 
a uniform free of charge but batons can 
be bought from around £30. The troupe is 
sponsored by WJ Contracting. 


@ For more information visit 
http://www.oxfordmajorettes.co.uk/ 

or you can find the group on Facebook. 
For any other information contact 
Eileen Filer 01865 717781. 


Looking to encourage your child to read over the long school holidays? 


Be ‘AMAZED’ by what’s happening 
at your library this summer! 


FROM 12 July until 13 
September, children across 
Oxfordshire can join the ‘Mythical 
Maze’, this year’s summer 
reading challenge, at any of 
Oxfordshire’s libraries. 

The challenge encourages 
children to read at least six 
books over the summer holiday 
collecting amazing rewards 
on the way. On completion the 
children also receive a wristband, 
a medal and a certificate. 

Visit the library three times to 
complete the challenge. Simply 


and it’s FREE! 


join up at your local library-it’s fun 


(Pssst!.... There is also a 
separate challenge for adults!) 

Look out for fantastic new 
books, exciting puzzles and fun 
activities at the library too. 


And for adults... 

Take on a reading challenge! 
This summer Oxfordshire 
Libraries are challenging 
everyone to try something 

new with the Summer Reading 
Challenge for Adults. Pick a 


postcard and tell us what your 
personal Reading Challenge 

is, recommend books to other 
readers or tell us about a 

book you've read. All returned 
postcards will be entered into the 
prize draw. Visit your local library 
12 July — 15 October to join in. 


@ Blackbird Leys Library 
01865 770403 
blackbirdleys.library@ 
oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Blackbird Leys Parish Council 


Meeting Dates 


@ Tuesday 27 May, 7pm, 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 


Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), Brian Lester, Tanya 
Prescott, Chris Hatton, Cyril Martin, Sheila Smith and Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 
(Qam-5pm) 07754 271831 


Send mail to 


Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 181 Wroslyn Road, Freeland, Witney, 


Oxon 0X29 8AL 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, minutes I 
and other activities in Blackbird Leys please go to the community ! 


website: www.leysonline.net 


off points: 


Road OX4 6HW. 


| Yes 


| Reason: 


Do you think the gates on the Gillians 
1 Park should be removed? 
I 


Have your say: 
Gillians Park Gates 


THE Parish Council would like to hear residents views on 
whether the gates on Gillians Park should be removed or 
kept in place. Do you think they are a hindrance or help? 
Do they make you feel more secure with them in place or 
do you feel they make it difficult to access the parks? Let’s 
hear your views. 


Complete the form below and return to one of the following drop 


« Reception, Blackbird Leys Community Centre, Blackbird Leys 


(Open weekdays 9am to 3pm). 


« Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green OX4 7BX. 
¢ Email: bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


No LJ 
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COPPERS RAISE CASH 


LOCAL neighbourhood police officers from the Leys 
are busy baking for a charity cake sale and tombola 
to raise money for the Heartfelt appeal at the Heart 
centre, John Radcliffe hospital. 

PCSO Barry Sheehan said:* It is a centre of 
excellence for treating people with heart disease, has 
state-of-the-art cardiothoracic surgical and medical 
services and a 24/7 emergency unit, saving vital 
minutes for those with a suspected heart attack. One 
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LEYS MUM 


An alternative look at parenting with Lauraine Dineen 


‘’@ The Perfect Mum 


of our colleagues was recently treated at the centre 


so the charity is close to our hearts,” 


The sale will take place on Saturday 3 May from 
10am until the cakes run out, at the main square at 


Templar Square Shopping Centre, Cowley. 


There will be no set prices for the cake sale, only 
a donation is required, and all cakes will be made by 
Thames Valley police staff. There will also be tombola 


prizes donated by local businesses and staff 


Celebrate Hill End’s 


Past, Present 
and Future 


HILL End is a special place for many children of 
Oxfordshire, often giving them their first experience 
of spending a night away from home. This summer 
Hill End is celebrating its past, present and future with 
a special family open day on Saturday 31 May from 


11am—4pm. 


Entry is free and families can bring a picnic to really 
enjoy the surroundings of Hill End’s 65 acre site. There 
will be a history trail and visitors can bring their Hill End 
memorabilia to share their memories, while discovering 


| CANNOT keep up with these perfect 
mums, you know the mums | am talking 
about right? The mums who have their 
act together 24/7, the mums who make 
perfect cupcakes, they have clean 
houses, clean cars, they wash their kids 
clothes and they actually iron things! 
The mums whose hair is never out of 
place, they weigh less than their pre 
pregnancy weight and in general are 
berated by most other mums. These are 
the mums who have all the answers, all 
the answers to your unasked questions. 

My first glimpse of the perfect mum 
was at a breast feeding group | became 
part of when my oldest was just a few 
days old. The perfect mother of this 
group said things like “I have been 
exclusively breast feeding for the past 
six months, | only eat pure organic food 
so my baby only receives pure organic 
breast milk also | have never had 
cracked nipples or mastitis and nursing 
has never caused me pain, if it causes 
you pain your doing it wrong." 

| listened to her seething with rage. | 
came to this group because | thought it 
would be a safe place to talk about how 


cracked in my life. | wanted to say how 
whenever | put my nipple in my kids 
mouth | scream out in agony, | wanted 
to talk about how sometimes | drink a 
caffeine because | have been feeding 
my child every two hours around the 
clock for the last seven days and | need 
caffeine to do things like shower, and 
swallow food. 

Then came my coffee morning, 
this perfect mother was easy to spot. 
She looked gorgeous and trendy in her 
perfectly fitted skinny jeans and her 
shoes where to die for. When told her 
outfit was gorgeous she said "oh thank 
you | was worried | would not get into a 
size zero when my last baby was born, 
| decided to do more hours at the gym 
and start a new diet, | wanted to look 
special". 

Meanwhile | back away from the 
cake table, very, very slowly partly out 
of embarrassment but mostly because | 
could not feel my feet, you see | had cut 
off the blood flow due to the two pairs 
of Spanx and one pair of tummy control 
tights | was wearing. | wanted to look 
special too. However | had forgotten 


a good idea to try the first two trays just 
to make sure they were ok. 

After these experiences | started to 
think more about the perfect mum. | am 
fairly new to this parenting game but | 
can honestly tell you that every mum 
reading this now is perfect, in the eyes 
of her children. Regardless of weather 
she possesses the mammary glands 
of a cow, sends her child to a private 
school or works out three times a day at 
the gym. Your children already think you 
are perfect and by loving your kids you 
have already achieved the highest level 
of perfection to them and who cares 
about anyone else. 

| am the mum of two boys ages 
two and three and | would be willing to 
bet they do not care how many pairs 
of Spanx | have to wear to fit into a 
dress, | bet they also do not care what 
percentage of food they eat is organic 
or if they reach their developmental 
mile stones months before their friends. 
But what they do care about is if | love 
them, protect them, care for them, play 
with them, hug them, read to them, 
listen to them and talk with them. In 


all about that when | decided to bake 
cakes for this event and | thought it was 


breast feeding could be a bitch, how 
my nipples had never been so sore and 


their eyes | am perfect, so are you and 
that is all that matters. 


Hill End’s 80 year history. Explore the present day with 
storytelling, bushcraft and willow workshops and a 
craft fair as well as outdoor cooking. 


Community Centre Keyholders x2 
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Location: Oxford, OX4 7UN 


Salary: up to £12 per hour 


RILLEND S 
PAST, PRESaam 


. FUTURE 


Hours: Up to 10 per week 


We are seeking two Community Centre Keyholders to open and close 
our Community Centres evenings and weekends. The role requires you 
to assist hirers and to ensure the centres are safe, secure and clean at all 
times. 


The successful candidates will have knowledge of basic health and 
safety routines and be able to interact with customers, lead Caretakers 
and other Catalyst staff. 


If you have the relevant skills and experience for the role, please 
request an application form and Job Description from the Farmhouse, 
Nightingale Avenue. Then email your application form and diversity 
monitoring form to: recruitment@chg.org.uk or hand your application 
into the Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, OX4 
7BU 


History trail, 
open dormitories, 
storytelling, bushcraft, 


craft stalls & more! 


Full DBS check required 


Closing date: 10/05/14 


@Hill_End 


Hill End Outdoor The Hill End Centre, 
Ei Education Centre 


The Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird 
Leys, Oxford, OX4 7UN 


Eynsham Road, Farmoor, 


OX2 9NJ 


0300 456 2090 
01865 712121 


01865 863510 


pate OXFORDSHIRE 
2 COUNTY COUNCIL 


hill.end@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


No dogs allowed wn onhoetuhere gow ub 


Registered office: 26-30 Uxbridge Road, London W5 2AU. 
Registered In England and Wales. Registered Provider of Social Housing, no. L0699 
A charitable housing association. Registered IPS no. 16561R 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Thanks to Ruskin College for sponsoring this page. If you are interested in 
studying at Ruskin College please call 01865 759600 
or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk 


OXFORD IS BLOOMING! 


IF YOU have been 
enjoying the lovely spring 
sunshine, give a thought to 
brightening up your garden 
and outside areas with 
some plants and flowers. 
And once you've finished, 
don't forget to enter Oxford 
in Bloom. 

The competition is free 
to enter and is open to 
everyone who lives and 
works in the city. 

You can enter your own 
garden, balcony or planter, 
or get together to enter your 
communal area. 

Categories include best 
kept gardens, beautiful 
containers, balconies or 
commercial and community 
displays as well as junior 
Oxford in Bloom and 
gardening for the disabled. 

A new category for 
Florence Park in Bloom 
launches this year in 
partnership with the local 
residents of Florence Park 
Estate and Oxford City 
Council as part of their 80th 
anniversary celebrations. 

Prizes are awarded 
to the top three in each 
category, and range from 


£25 to £100 and include a 
certificate and trophy to the 
winner. 

Councillor Mark 
Lygo, Board Member for 
Parks, Sports and Event, 
said: “This is a great 
opportunity for everyone 
to get involved, watch 
our communities spring 
into flower and provide a 
colourful back drop to our 
everyday lives.” 

Local businesswoman 
and Chair of the Oxford in 
Bloom committee, Karen 
Roberts is very proud to 
have been involved in 
Oxford in Bloom for 20 
years 

She added: “The Oxford 
in Bloom competition has 


been going for many years 
and is an important part 

of Oxford life for the many 
residents that enter year 
after year. 

“| hope that this year 
we will have the support 
of the regular entrants and 
that new residents will feel 
inspired to enter as well.” 

You can enter online 
at www.oxford.gov. 
uk/oxfordinbloom, or 
application forms are 
available from council 
offices, Templars Square 
shopping centre, Isis 
Creative Framing and our 
own customer services 
outlets. 

Businesses and 
community groups can 


benefit from the council 
supplying hanging baskets, 
planters and window boxes 
for a fee. 

Closing date for entries 
is Sunday 29 June for 
schools and nurseries and 
Sunday 6 July for all other 
categories. 

An experienced team 
of judges will be hitting the 
streets from Monday 21 
July. They include Royal 
Society of Horticulturists, 
a previous winner for 
more than ten years and 
experienced gardeners. 

Each category and 
entrant will be judged on 
colour, impact, tidiness 
and quality, choice and 
arrangement of planting. 

Oxford’s entry into 
the Britain in Bloom 
competition will be 
strengthened by the 
commitment of the city’s 
budding gardeners, 
celebrating the many 
beautiful gardens, blooming 
hanging baskets and 
creative containers and 
dazzling displays across 
the city. 


& If you would like to find out more please contact Oxford City Council’s Parks Service on 01865 252240, 
email parks@oxford.gov.uk or visit www.oxford.gov.uk. 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


SCAMS! 


This month is Scams Awareness Month. 


Stay Safe—beware bogus callers to 


your home 


Callers to your home may be legitimate 
door to door fundraisers, sellers, or officials 
from the gas or electric company. Or they 

may just be pretending, and their real 
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GROWING UP GRUMPY 


By Ross Arrowsmith 


What is it with 


music these days? 


A FEW weeks ago | was ata 
family evening gathering party 
do-type thing, and one thing that 
really crossed my mind is the 
music industry. | was sat with 
my cousin watching the TV, and 
we had a music channel on. | 
can’t remember which one, but 

| remember thinking how simply 
awful a lot of chart music is. I'll 
openly admit there are some 
artists that do produce good 
songs that I’d listen to, but | think 
that most of it is just recycled, 
artificial trash. As a person into 
a lot of different music (anything 
from Queen to Avicii, from Pink 
Floyd to Linkin Park) that’s saying 
something. 

It makes me laugh when 
people say, “yes, | like that song, 
the song writing is brilliant”, and | 
just think how the song has been 
the same three sentences over 
and over and over again. Let's 
take a band like One Direction— 
they’re an easy target. | respect 
them in that they’re only human 
beings and | have nothing 
personally against them, but their 


music is just that same old trance- 


g FUSKINC|°0° 


Transforming lives and communities for 115 years 


like beat with some soppy lyrics 
about some lost love they haven't 
had or how they’re so famous and 
they “just can't take it anymore.” 
I'd much prefer to listen to 
older music any day—music 
where skilled musicians who 
could play instruments well 
and had naturally good voices 
would come together to make 
epic themes, and bands like that 
still exist, but they’re not in the 
charts. | talk about this with a 
lot of other people and it seems 
most people would agree that 
whilst there’s chart music, they 
always have their own personal 
tastes from slightly less popular 
bands. So this makes me wonder 
—maybe ‘chart music’ is a list 
of songs that nobody actually 
listens to? Or maybe | just know 
people who don't listen to chart 
music? Unfortunately, the latter 
is probably true. But on the bright 
side, there is a lot of music in 
this world and most of it is pretty 
fantastic. Look past the charts, 
look locally at up and coming 
bands and you'll be surprised at 
what you might find. 


SCAMS operate by post, online, 
telephone or on your doorstep. 
Remember, if something sounds too 
good to be true, it probably is. 


Take your time and take advice: 

If you are contacted out the blue—stop 
and check. Do not give in to pressure to 
commit to something quickly. This is often 
how scams operate. Discuss with a friend 
or relative or take advice. A genuine offer 


is unlikely to require you to make an instant 


decision. So, take your time. Shop around, 


see whether you have been offered a good 


deal. Take advice. 


Check the company/individual 
credentials 

Before you commit to buying anything, 
check out the company. Just because a 


company has a website doesn’t necessarily 


mean that it is reputable. What do you 
actually know about them? Do you have 
a contact number, a postal address, is the 


business based in the UK, is the company/ 


individual properly regulated? 

To find a trustworthy company or 
tradesperson, ask a friend or relative 
for a recommendation or look for one 


recommended by the Office of Fair Trading 


(OFT). 


purpose is to trick you out of your money. 


Before answering the door: 

@ Stop and think about whether you are 
expecting anyone 

@ Check the person’s |D—this could be 
fake so phone the company - using the 
number on a bill rather than a number they 
give you 

@ Put the door chain on—if you’ve got one 
—to prevent the person entering. 

@ If you don’t want cold callers, you can 
put a sign up on your door 

@ If you are suspicious or the caller won't 
leave dial 999 and ask for the police, or 
101 to report the incident if it is not an 
emergency situation 


As part of the Scams Awareness 
campaign, we are displaying posters and 
distributing leaflets to raise awareness of 
the problem. Do drop by the centre to pick 
up some information. If you have received 
any suspicious letters are calls, please tell 
us about them. Unless scams are recorded 
and reported to official bodies, they won't 
be eliminated. 


@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre, 
96 Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HS. 
Telephone: 01865 770206 
Email: asac.reception@blackbirdleysnss.co.uk 


Ruskin provides opportunities for students to 
study regardless of their background and 
qualifications. 


Study for a degree in Social Work, Youth and 
Community Work, Social Sciences or History, 
English Studies and Creative Writing , or Trade 
Union Studies. Study for a Foundation Degree in 
Business and Social Enterprise (validated by 
Oxford Brookes University) or Writing for 
Performance or a CertHE in Law. 


A NATURAL HOME FOR 


I Our HE awards offer close guidance and maximum 
contact time with tutors and other students. 


We are validated by the Open University and have 
links with the University of Oxford, including 
membership and use of the Bodleian Library. 


Our college is close to Oxford's thriving cultural 
scene and occupies a visionary new building set in 
its own spacious grounds. 


Book onto one of our open days or subject taster days. Go to our website for full details. 


Take the first step in a new career. Apply now at.... www.ruskin.ac.uk 
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Facebook Competition 
Upload your favourite baby photo & win 
esq, £100 for the cutest 


eye baby photo from 
the last 5 decades. 


wl 


One prize of £100 
per decade, Enter 
vid our Facebook 


Competition 
betesen 25th April 
16th May. 
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For more details visit our website: 
www.templarssquare.com 


TEMPLARS SQUARE 29 pound way, Cowley, Oxtord, OX4 3XH 


wwrw.templarssquare.com . , 
Sopp Ng Centre Tei: 01965 748864 
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BY ALAN WITTON 


is sprung 
(so are the dandelions) 


IT IS that time of year again. | have 
already been visited by the first wasp 
of spring (which, in accordance with 
long-standing tradition, | escorted back 
out of my bedroom window). And, now 
we have the first spring-like spell of 
weather, | feel it my unwelcome duty to 
turn my attention to my front yard and 
its colourful though unruly covering of 
dandelions and other plant life. 

I’ve never felt gardening to be 
either a calling or an enjoyable hobby. 
Considering | am sprung from a long 
line of horticulturalists, this is perhaps 
surprising. 

My Great-Uncle Dave actually made 
a living from his hobby, spending a 
long working life with a London firm 
of seed merchants. His speciality was 
roses, and he continued to tend his 
rose garden with loving care until he 
was well into his 90s. 


My father looked after a small 
alpine rockery; my mother, from whom 
| presumably inherit my aversion to 
gardening as | never saw her working 
up a sweat in the garden, was however 
an artist. She produced a beautiful 
painting of the rockery, which | still 
have. Sadly however, neither 
my father’s enthusiasm 
for gardening nor my 
mother’s skill in 
painting in oils 
have passed 
down to me. 

So with 
the first day 
of spring | 
find myself 
facing a 
dilemma. 
Shall | follow 
the dictates of 
my conscience, 
flatten the 
aggressive weeds 
in one terrible 
swoop and use the 
space to plant something 
slightly more decorative? Or shall | 
obey the inner demon that insistently 
suggests that I’m comfortable in my 
armchair, the weeds don’t need my 
help and won’t welcome my hindrance, 
and the best course is to sit back and 
let nature take its course? 

Usually the result is a compromise, 
tending towards laziness. The terrible 
swoop is carried out but is curtailed 
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INSPIRED 
BY NATURE 


Words and picture by Anna Temple 


AT A TIME when many small 
businesses are struggling, one 
local enterprise is hoping to grow 
and thrive. 

Dons Woodcrafts is a small local 
business based in Rose Hill. Don 
Young was inspired to create wooden 
products as a unique alternative to 
mass production, after friends and 
neighbours said they wanted more 
locally sourced natural products for 
their homes and work. 

Don never imagined that what 
started out as a hobby making 
wooden toys for his own children 
when they were growing up, could 
become such an inspired business 
with a wide range of products. 

On the website www. 
donswoodcrafts.co.uk, customers 
will find a range of children's toys, 
birdhouses and tables, bowls and 
platters, bread and cheese board's, 


~ bug houses and dormouse box, 


animal figures and Stonehenge 
designed plaques, garden planters 
and tool holder, kitchen items, adults 


‘and children stools, meditation stools, 


tables, pagan supplies, sculptures, 


| and much more. 


By using mostly recycled wood, 
Don is able to create good quality 
products for lower prices. He has 
also reconstructed the gate and 
built wooden compost bins as well 
as building a noticeboard with two 
opening windows for Holy Trinity 
Church in Headington. 

Five years ago a pupil from Rose 


Don telling him how her school was 
creating a wildlife garden for the 
pupils. She wondered if he would be 
able to donate some garden items 
towards the project. When Don arrived 
with the items he was donating for the 
school he quickly discovered that they 
had no idea the pupil had asked, but 
they gratefully accepted the bird boxes 
and tables for the wildlife garden. 

St Joseph School in Horspath 
Road was setting up a garden for their 
pupils around eight years ago and 
Don donated a few bird boxes and 
bird tables towards the project. 

Don said: "In the future | would like 
to reach more people, keep improving 
my range of stock and hopefully pass 
the business down to my grandson 
James one day." 

Don explained how it really is a 
family affair. He said: “The family 
works together, to put it all together 
really, I'm the main woodworker and 
my grandson, James works along 
side me around his part time job. 
Then there is my granddaughter 
Anna, she creates and maintains 
my website as new products are 
created. My daughter, Bronwen 
creates the catalogue and business 
cards while my three-year-old great 
granddaughter will lead you to believe 
she is the chief toy tester!” 


@ To see the full range of 
products, and for more 

info or to place an order visit 
www.donswoodcraft.co.uk 

or email on 
donswoodcrafts@outlook.com 


Hill Primary School approached 


by my back beginning to hurt, which 
usually takes about ten minutes. 
In that short time most plants have 
been consigned to a binbag; the 
rest can take their chance, which is 
usually odds of about 50-1 against 
being touched at all. It’s not as if | am 
insensitive to the beauty of 
a well-tended garden. | 
have enjoyed visiting 
the gardens of my 
better-motivated 
friends, and 
when | get to a 
professionally 
looked-after 
public park 
such as the 
Keukenhof 
near Leiden 
in Holland, 
my delight is 
plain to see. | 
am jealous of the 
finished product, 
though not at all 
jealous of all the back- 
breaking toil that has to be 
done to get there. | think gardens 
are best tended by people who know 
how, and who are sound in wind and 
limb. One thing | have never bought at 
the Keukenhof, is a bag of tulip bulbs 
for planting back home. 

Perhaps my attempts to learn 
gardening ought to be focussed on my 
father’s other horticultural skill. 

When | was a very little kid and the 


or phone 01865 770282 


Second World War was still happening, 
people were exhorted to 

“Dig for Victory”, that is to plant their 
gardens and allotments with various 
food plants which could increase the 
variety of the rather boring wartime 
diet we all had. When he came back 
from the Army, my father planted 
whole sections of the garden with 
strawberries, rhubarb, runner beans 
and anything else that could be 
persuaded to grow in the chalky soil of 
East Surrey. 

We had a huge plum tree in one 
corner, which gave us seventy pounds 
or more of delicious plums, season 
after season. 

Plum jam became a staple of our 
diet, especially in winter when the 
other fruit crops were not available. 
And plum jam is made, of course, with 
lots and lots of sugar, which is perhaps 
one reason why | am the shape | am 
now. So | suppose, as | don’t much like 
rhubarb, | should stick to the runner 
beans! Or maybe find some other 
crop that answers well to Oxfordshire 
limestone. 

Or perhaps....! should continue to 
curl up in my comfy armchair, watch 
TV or read a good book. One thing at 
least is certain. 

The only variety of potato that 
my little plot of land will ever yield, 
is a couch potato. Any other kind of 
vegetable grows quite satisfactorily on 
supermarket shelves! 
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Fashion on the Leys 


re By Natalie Wallace 
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The new ‘ugly’ shoe for summer 


PRACTICAL, comfy shoes 
continue to top the most 
covetable list of summer 
accessories, and as a summer 
heat-wave draws nearer may | 
just say thank heaven! Nothing 
ruins the effect of a pretty 
tea-dress more than dragging 
blistered, puffy feet in sweat- 
soaked, slipperey courts along 
boiled and sticky tarmac. 

Fresh on the heels of the 90s 
revival (grunge tee-shirts and 
bleached jeans a go-go), the 
Birkenstock style sandals, or 
sliders as many an e-commerce 
site are labelling them (last year 
they were just mules), are the 
not-so-newest most popular 
‘ugly’ shoe for summer. 

Birkenstocks themselves 
enjoyed huge popularity in the 
80s with men and women in the 
medical profession or anyone 
who worked on their feet and 
later, they were awarded a 2004 
title for Best Shoe of the Year for 
their ‘timeless design’. Timeless 
though they may be, Birks are 
definitely a casual outfit only 
shoe but you don’t have to be a 
Volvo-driving soccer mum, guitar 
toting flower child, art teacher or 
Jesus to wear them! 

Sliders, particularly the 
chunky heeled variety remind 
me of some awful black patent 
platform wedges my Mum 
reluctantly bought from Barrett’s 
in the early 00’s so | could look 
like a Spice Girl. They were 
plastic, about five inches too 
high and | thought | looked fierce 
or ‘ace’ as it may have been then. 
I’m never one to by-pass a shoe 
trend though, no matter what 
cringe-worthy memories they 
may drag up. 

If you are going to take 
a risk with a fashionable yet 
ugly sandal like the slider, it’s 
essential that your tootsies 
are buffed, filed and polished 
to perfection. I’ve found some 
bargain feet treats which will do 
the job! 
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1. Silver double strap platform sandals: ASOS 
2. White double strap slider sandals: £12 Linzi 
3. Pink single wide strap sandals: £15 Linzi 

4. Black single strap slider sandals: £4 Primark 
5. Bright pink cross-over strap sandals: 

£19 Accessorize 

Feet treats 


6. Coco Butter Formula Foot Magic £3.99. 
This is a thick balm perfect for banishing 
particularly dry, hard skin! 


7. Benecos nail polish in Wild Orchid £6.95. 
A gorgeous nail polish colour for summer! 


8. Paw Paw papaya moisturising balm £4.99. 
A great multi-purpose balm. 


9. Cussons Cool and Relieve Soothing Spray 
£4.49. An essential for hot weather! 


10. Bare Foot at Superdrug range of foot scrubs, 
balms and lotions £4.25. *STAR BUY* 

This range has everything covered and the 
products smell devine! 


By Beth Speich 
and Becky Lee 


PARENTS and grandparents at 
The Leys Children’s Centre have 
discovered a highly addictive form of 
therapy in the form of sewing. 

The Sewing Group is run by 
volunteer and sewing supremo Becky 
Lee, and meets weekly at the centre 
on Cuddesdon Corner. 

Becky said: “I learnt how to 
sew in home economics at school, 
and although it wasn’t the greatest 
experience, | did enjoy the sewing 
side of it. However, | didn’t take up 
any sewing after that as life and 
children happened! | started sewing 
again when my third daughter was 
born and made booties for her 
because | could not find any in the 
shops that would stay on and not get 
lost!” 

It wasn’t long before Becky’s 
friends and family started 
commenting on her sewing and 
wanted to put in their own orders for 
the baby booties, and so Becky’s 
Handmade Baby Shoes Facebook 


CORNER 


With Jane Yates 


Knitting 


with wire 


KNITTING with wire might sound like 

an unusual project, but it is perfect for 
making small and beautiful pieces of 
jewellery. This month I have made a small 
bracelet. 


For this project you will need: 


@ A small reel of wire size 0.315mm thick. 


@ About 100 small beads 
@ Two wooden kebab skewers 


to create a family tree cushion for 
herself and posted a photo of it on 
Facebook. This kick-started further 
selling, both through social media 
and through a friend’s newly opened 
shops. 

Becky now makes and sells a 
variety of items including gorgeous 
soft bunny toys under the new name 
Handmade Blossom Tree. 

Becky’s sewing group has proven 
to be very popular as the word 
spreads about the joy that sewing 
brings. So before you start telling 
yourself that you just do not sew, you 
don't have the patience, you are 
not creative and that school sewing 
lessons brought tears to your eyes... 
take a deep breath! 

Becky teaches adults the basics 
of sewing and most who attend 
the group have very little sewing 
experience. Some have never so 
much as picked up a needle before, 
let alone used a sewing machine. 

Sewing is like most things in life, a 
learned skill. Becky’s advice is to take 
one step at a time and before you 
know it, you will be sewing like a pro. 

Lauraine Dineen who is a regular 
a  YaXry 
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and cast on six stitches. 
3. Knit two plain rows. 


and knit it into the work. 


1. To start the project, thread on all of the 
beads you wish to use on to the reel of wire. 
2. Tie a slip knot around one of the skewers 


4. Then on the third row and those after knit 
one stitch, then pull up a bead along the wire 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


A STITCH IN 


CAN CUT YOUR STRESS LEVELS! 


at the sessions said: “I learned 
textiles at school and then with work 
and everything it took a back seat. 
Since | have been coming to the 
sewing group | have started making 
pillowcase dresses for the charity 
Dress a Girl Around the World, as 
well as bunting, pillows and gifts for 
family and friends. | go into another 
world when | am sewing and instead 


of being ‘Mum’, | am Lauraine again.” 


As well as teaching sewers who are 
just starting out, the group offers 


% guidance for those with slightly more 
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experience too. Julie Selatnia who 
attends the group used to make skirts 
a couple of hours before going out 
on a Saturday. She said: “I stopped 
sewing when my family came along 
and wanted to start using my Mum’s 
sewing machine that had been sitting 
dormant for about eight years.” 
Learning and practising a new skill 
can give such a wonderful feeling 

of accomplishment, which makes 
attending Becky’s group very 
addictive! At times the atmosphere 

in the room is so peaceful it really is 


= 


cast off. 


5. Then knit another plain stitch, and then 
pull up another bead and knit it into the work. 
6. Keep doing alternative knit plain, and knit 
with bead stitching until you have a length 
that will wrap around your wrist. 

7. Then knit one or two more plain lines and 


therapeutic, and doing something 
creative like sewing can really take 
your mind away from the pressures of 
real life. 

Watch this space over the coming 
months for some simple sewing 
projects to get you started if you are 
interested in joining, or re-joining, this 
creative stress-busting craze. 


# To find out more about Becky’s 
sewing projects you can follow her 
on Twitter #becsblossomtree 

or find her on Facebook. 


wrist with a piece of ribbon. 


If you are keen to be taught how to knit in 
wire | would recommend you attend a fab 
local course which is ran by Kate Mc Donald, 
please email her for course details: 


katemacdonaldmac@yahoo.co.uk 


8. You can tie the ends together around your 
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TIME... Want to quit “4 


smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 
Service and you’re up to 4 times 
more likely to succeed. 

@ Free expert advice 


@ Prescription stop smoking 
treatments to help beat cravings 


@ Ongoing support from an NHS 
trained adviser 


Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 


Because life’s better Smokefree. 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
supporting people through the process of quitting 


D L HANCOCK LTD 


Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


Established 19 years and still independent 


WE ARE NOW OXFORD’S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
A caring traditional 24 hour service 


provided by Mr. Hancock and his team personally 


Se ee mee 


Serving Oxford and all Surrounding Areas 


SS eS ey a 


Private Chapel Of Rest 


Sa a a 


Mercedes Fleet of Funeral Cars 


Perfect Choice 


Funeral Plans 


Maimber of 
Tivé eiSiGer ae Apc cer 


of Fume red Careers 


Tel: 01865 767780 (24 Hrs) 
126 London Road, Headington. 
OXFORD ON3 DED 
www.dihancock.co.uk 
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FREE FUN ON THE LEYS! 


Kid's Joke Corner 


i 2 
hy are ghosts bad liars: 
ice et can see right 
through them! 
Wh 
ss ets boy eat his 


His | teacher told hi 


a Piece of cake. mit was 


Wh 
Taz People workas 


Becau 
dough, they knead the 


Why cannot a bicycle 
stand up by itself? 
Because it's two-tired. 


What i 1s small, 
and whispers? ren 
hoarse radish, 


t who 
What happened to the ca 
swallowed a ball of wool? 
She had mittens. 


Do you have a favourite joke you 
would like to share with our readers? 
Please send it on a postcard to: 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 

or email: mail@leysnews.co.uk 


By Kelly Appleby 


CALLING ALL PARENTS! You 
should not feel under pressure 

to keep spending money on your 
children to keep them entertained. 
However, there are times when we 
are all guilty of doing just that—no 
matter how much or how little 
money we may have available. 

It is all too easy to think that 
the only way we can keep our 
children happy and occupied is 
by splashing the cash, because 
this appears to be so much easier 
than actually spending time with 
them and taking part in activities 
together. 

As a single parent, | know how 
hard it is to try and keep the kids 
entertained while trying to doa 
dozen different things at the same 
time, but ask yourself this, will | still 
be washing up and hoovering up 
the mess in ten year's time? Will | 
still be able to take my kids to the 
park and watch them flourish and 
grow? Will there always be some 
kind of housework that needs 
doing? Will my children remember 
that the house was always spotless 


or will they remember their parents 
being there with them, doing 
activities together and trying their 
best to encourage and motivate 
them. Even if you do fall in the 
brook and get a bit muddy it all 
cleans up when you get back 
home! 

Children who spend more time 
out and about burning off energy 
and getting dirty are more likely to 
concentrate better at school, be 
creative in play and have better 
immune systems. 

| remember back in the day, 
when you could just go off with your 
friends or siblings and make up your 
own adventure.Growing up around 
Headington Quarry, my brothers, 
sisters and | were fortunate that 
Shotover was near, but the walk 
there alone was an adventure! We 
would make dens, climb trees, and 
hang out in the parks and nature 
reserve. We used to come home in 
a right state—looking back now it is 
no wonder that the old twin tub kept 
breaking down! 

To have fun for free all you need 
is a little imagination and a pair of 
wellies. 


Wellie walks are a great excuse 
to have fun. All children love to get 
muddy, splashing in puddles and 
making up their own adventures. 
Brook walks are another great 
idea for some free fun in the fresh 
air. Take a stroll through the many 
streams you will find in the parks 
and see what you can find. 

Pond dipping at Spindleberry 
Nature Reserve is also a very 


popular thing to do with the 
children—who knows what 
fascinating pond life you might 
discover! 


@ We would love to hear from 
Leys News readers about 
how they keep their children 
entertained for free. Please 
email us with yours ideas 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Oxford OX4 7BX or email your answer to editor@leysnews. 
co.uk by 15 May. Usual terms and conditions apply. 


Address: 


eee SS eet ies eee eee 5 ga 
- 1.1! COMPETITION 
| J I 
| WIN free ti 
. : ! ree tickets to 
| Drawing 
| Competition : {he new Soft Play 
I 
| Draw your | : 
| favouriteday | @¥ea at the Leisure 
| out in the space , 
. provided. Centre! 
| I 
The prize for the two I 
| most creative entries | 
l is a Transformers I 
87 Piece Art Set! ; 
| I 
| a I 
Actas 
| H I 
LUENLAL, 
| I 
he alibi t 

] ~ ani aianati I 
| = I 
| Send your entries to: I 
| Kids’ drawing competition, 

Leys News, 
| 26 Kingfisher Green, 
| Greater Leys, I 
| Oxford OX4 7BX I 
] 1 BLACKBIRD Leys Leisure Centre will be opening a new Soft 

Send your entries Play area on 29 May. This is fantastic new facility for children 
| by 15 May. I and families, and to celebrate the opening the Leisure Centre 
| | are delighted to offer Leys News readers some great prizes to 
] I win in our competition. 

Up for grabs is a birthday party for up to 25 children 
I including, soft play, a room for the party afterwards, invites, a 
| | t-shirt for birthday child and balloons. 
l I Plus 20 other lucky winners will receive a one week pass 
; for the first week that the soft play is open. 
] 1 Simply answer the following question: 
NaMG? tosses csaniddvaeiiomweiaaveetl oni aed loeeiis AGG! oices cscs ' What date will the new soft play area open? 

| 
Name of parent or guardian: «1.2.0.0... 0... cece ete Phone number: ....................005 ; Return your answers to Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green. 
| I 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


TEMPLARS bieratts 
ing Certtre. 


S| 


2a emplareequare.com 


Shopping at the heart of your community 
Visit us at www.templarssquare.com, 
register for our newsletter or join us on Facebook 


Arts and 
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culture 


Celebrate 
May Morning 


MAY Morning in Oxford’s historic 
centre is a traditional celebration of the 
coming of Spring with dancing, singing 
and revelry of many different types 

— some going back into history and 
some with a more modern character. 

Celebrations start at Gam with the 
choristers of Magdalen College choir 
singing the Hymnus Eucharisticus 
from the Great Tower. The Hymnus 
Eucharisticus was composed in the 
17th century by a Fellow of Magdalen 
and has been sung every year from 
the Great Tower on May Morning at 
this early hour as the sun comes up. 
The bells then ring out over the city for 
approximately 20 minutes. 

This year Magdalen Bridge will 
be open to pedestrians and closed to 
traffic from 3am until 9am to enable 
everyone to enjoy the singing in 
comfort and safety. The bridge will 
re-open to traffic as soon as it is safe 
to do so. 

There will also be May Morning 
events and activities taking place 
across the city including Morris Men 
dancing in Radcliffe Square, Catte 
Street and Broad Street. 

Many bars and restaurants across 
the city will open for breakfasts. 

Councillor Bob Price, Leader of 
Oxford City Council, said: “We have 
opened up the city for the last couple 
of years and people have respected 
this decision. 

“| hope that you can all continue 
to enjoy May Morning in the safe and 
enjoyable environment that we have 
provided. 

“It is always dangerous to enter the 
river, regardless of the water levels, 
and you are often unaware of the 


currents, the river levels or what lies 
on the river bed.” 

“Our aim is to continue to hold a 
successful event and to support and 
promote all the activities and events 
taking place across the city for the 
people of Oxford to enjoy together. 

Oxford City Council is working 
closely with a Steering Group 
to ensure everyone's safety and 
enjoyment. 

Supt Christian Bunt, the Local 
Police Area Commander for Oxford, 
added: “Thames Valley Police 
will continue to work closely with 
our partners to ensure that public 
attending this year’s May Morning 
celebrations are in a safe environment 
to do so. 

“This is the fourth year the decision 
has been taken by the council to open 
Magdalen Bridge to the public for 
May Morning celebrations and this 
will again happen this year with our 
support. 

“We would like as many people 
as possible to enjoy the May Morning 


celebrations safely and will be 
doing all we can to ensure minimal 
disruption to local residents in the 
area.” 

Aubrey Bell, South Central 
Ambulance Service NHS Foundation 
Trust’s Area Manager Oxfordshire, 
said: “As always the safety of the 
general public is paramount. South 
Central Ambulance Service will be 
doing all we can to help to ensure that 
the May Morning event in Oxford is a 
safe and enjoyable experience for all 
concerned. 

"We would encourage people 
attending events throughout the day to 
drink responsibly so that ambulance 
resources remain available to respond 
to patients who genuinely need them.’ 


@ If you are planning an event or 
have any special offers for the 
day please contact Rachel Capell 
at Oxford City Council. Her email 
address is rcapell@oxford.gov.uk 


FILM CORNER 
by Yasmine Hajji 


Noah 

A biblical epic with impressive 
visuals and disturbing sequences, 
Darren Aronofsky has crafted a 
bleak interpretation of the classic 
Noah's Ark tale with great ardour. 
After witnessing the destruction 
of the world caused by the blood 
lusting descendants of Cain, the 
Creator casts Noah to build a 
vessel which will save the animal 
kingdom. 

Stylised time lapses, 
expansive beautiful locations 
and a raging CGI flood, lend 
the film an overpowering and 
mythical feel. For me, the special 
effects really encapsulated the 
magnificence of the Watchers, 
also known as the fallen angels 
and the animals that descended 
upon the ark. 

Let down by some poor 
character development on Logan 
Lerman’s side—Russell Crowe 
terrifies audiences as a dark, 
conflicted character torn between 
the difficulty in seeing God’s work 
through properly when his family 
unknowingly disrupts his master 
plan. Best for older audiences, it 
is a must watch for an anguished 
and traumatic account of the great 
flood. 


DVD RELEASE 

The Hobbit: The Desolation 
of Smaug 

Hitting shelves recently, | bought 
a copy of the second instalment 
in The Hobbit series and had to 
recommend buying this on DVD. 
Preferably at its best when viewed 
in the cinema, The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug continues 
where it left off following the 
dwarves, Bilbo and Gandalf on 
their quest to find the Arkenstone 
and reclaim their homeland. 

Epic from start to finish, 
this film transports you to 
another world and doesn't hold 
back—Smaug is a stunningly 
overwhelming dragon feared by 
all who know his power. 

For everyone who loves Peter 
Jackson's Lord of the Rings 
franchise, this film for me, is 
my favourite in the series and 
really stood out as being more 
intimate character wise, but 
didn’t disappoint when it came 
to adventure and tension which 
won me over in the first place. 
The DVD comes complete with 
fantastic and insightful extras. 


UPDATES 
Mrs Doubtfire 2! 
Robin Williams and Chris 
Columbus join once again to bring 
life to one of my favourite films— 
Mrs. Doubtfire is getting a sequel! 
It has been 21 years since Mrs. 
Doubtfire came out and 
reintroducing the comedy hit will 
undoubtedly encourage a variety 
of mixed reactions. Mrs. Doubtfire 
never ceases to make me laugh, 
it's heart warming, seamlessly 
written and performed and the 
themes explored really hit home 
for many families and those who 
have experience of divorce. 
There is no news of any other 
original actors joining the ranks, 
but time will tell. After many 
attempts to write a sequel, we 
finally have something. Watch out 
for this one in the future. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Memory Game 
By Sharon Sant 
Fok bk 


Review by Jane Yates 


The Memory Game starts 
with a bang and the 
subsequent energy carries 
you through the book at an 
incredible pace. 


The main two characters, 


teenagers David and 
Bethany, are skilfully and 
well written. 

The other characters in 
the book are equally well 
described and fill you with 
sadness, love and hatred 
whilst reading them. The 
main character David is 
trying to find the meaning 
for his existence throughout 
the book, which is filled with 
teenage angst. 

Sharon skilfully 
describes the characters’ 
pain and joy. The book 
is written with heartfelt 
sentiment and is at times 
brutally honest. | love the 
way that Sharon carefully 
describes everything from 
the mundanity of school to 
the joy of a sunrise to the 
simplicity and delicateness 
of the snow falling. 

But with all its bluntness 
it is first and last a love 
story, a story of a first kiss, 
of watching the person you 


love sleeping and all the 
tenderness that surrounds 
that ideal, that perhaps 
we have all had once ina 
fleeting moment and can 
only vaguely recall. 

The Memory Game is 
Young Adult fiction at its 
best. | thoroughly enjoyed 
this book and found it easy 
to read. | would recommend 
it not only to teenagers but 
to anyone who enjoys a 
good story. 

As the title suggests, 
the characters experience 
sensations that remind you 
to be mindful of your own 
experiences in this fleeting 
journey of life. 


Jazz Baby 

By Beem Weeks 
tO 

Review by Jane Yates 


It is an honour to write this 
review for a man who is 


such a magician with words, 


so much so that he should 


be classed as a poet. 

Jazz Baby is a book not 
for the faint-hearted, as it 
is set in the raw, gritty and 
steamy world of the south of 
America in the 1920s. 


This book grabs you and 
lifts you up by the heels from 
the very start, and slaps 

you in the face with reality. 

It is scarily real. You will 

be transported into a very 
different world, like when 
Alice fell down a rabbit hole, 
only the grown-up version, 


which has speakeasies, 
prohibition, good and bad 
cops, and an undercurrent 
of sex. 

You are led through the 
story through the eyes of the 
main character, Emily, who 
in the start is called ‘Baby,’ 
and is an incessant country 
bumpkin who childishly 
dreams of being nothing 
more than a singer. 

Weeks skilfully describes 
each setting, every taste 
and smell, every experience, 
which carries the underlying 
fear of the unknown, but 
also the hope for success. 
Emily’s dreams, in the 
beginning, have been 
somewhat overshadowed 
by her distant mother— 
who carries her own failed 
dreams of being a dancer 
and is somewhat resentful 
toward her daughter. But 
Emily finds her feet in this 
rapidly changing time in 
history, and is thrust into 
womanhood by events 


out of her control, proving 
herself to be both strong 
and resourceful, even ina 
muddled way at times. 
Weeks is an exciting 
writer. He uses carefully 
chosen descriptive words 
that pin the story together in 
a believable and thrilling way. 
There are a range of 
convincing characters that 
are so well written that 
you quicklybecome drawn 
into to the challenges of 
this teenage girl’s world, 
experiencing her personal 
travails alongside her. 
While | usually read 
Young Adult—and this is 
definitely an adult book—| 
was intrigued by the story 
line and appreciated the 
research and hard work that 
went into the final product. 
Beem Weeks, | am sure, 
will be a famous writer. His 
work is first class. | would 
rate it as highly as Harper 
Lee, who wrote To Kill a 
Mockingbird. 
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VINTAGE 
FEVER IN 
OXFORD 


By Yasmine Hajji 


IF YOU are a fashion enthusiast, 
beauty guru, or simply love the 
retro era, Lou Lou’s Vintage Fair 
is an opportunity not to miss. 
Boasting a wealth of gorgeous 
stalls and wares ranging from 
the Roaring 1920s to 1980s, 
visiting the event was a great 
experience because | have 
always wanted to attend and 
never had the chance. 

Lou Lou’s Vintage Fair 
draws a vibrant variety of 
attendees, some artists, stylists 
and interestingly just like me, 
those yearning for a piece of 
culture-nostalgia. Immediately 
upon stepping foot into the 
fair, you are transported into 
another time period, many of the 
traders as well as customers, 
had a clear passion for vintage 
and definitely looked the 
part. Although, there is no 
requirement to be a vintage 
savvy in order to attend. 

The fair which is split into two 
large rooms, has two halls, the 
first, a lavish tea party with fresh 
cakes and tea, and smaller stalls 
such as arts, crafts and vintage 
beautyproducts. The second 


hall, of which | enjoyed the most, 
showcased eccentric and daring 
clothing, accessories, limited 
edition prints, records, trinkets 
and the chance to have your 
hair and makeup beautifully 
done in a vintage style! 

My finds for the day included 
some beautiful retro sunglasses 
and a genuine leather purse. It 
is really easy to go all out when 
it comes to events such as 
these, my friend certainly spent 
more than she anticipated! 

The fair comes around twice 
a year and is hosted in Oxford's 
very own Town Hall which 
means you can’t miss it. Costing 
only £2 entry fee for adults 
and children go free, it offers a 
great day out, especially if thrift 
shopping is your thing or you 
simply want to explore a thriving 
culture still active today. You can 
guarantee some excellent finds 
and meet people that love and 
live vintage. 


@ Visit the fair’s Facebook 
page for more information, 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
oxfordvintage and be sure to 
pay a visit next time! 


14-22 June 2014 


Pop up green 


events across 


LOW 
CARBON 
OXFORD 
WEEK 


May 2014 


Join Low Carbon 


Oxford 


FOR one week this summer 
the environment takes centre 
stage in Oxford during the 
first ever Low Carbon Oxford 
(LCO) Week. 

The week of 14—22 June 
will see a wide variety of 
inspiring events popping 
up all over the city. From 
film showings to food fairs; 
clothes-swapping to super- 
local suppers; cycling to 
upcycling; energy saving to 
energy generation - there 
will be something on offer for 
everyone and the whole of 
Oxford is invited. 

The high profile LCO 
week aims to entertain 
and engage, and to give 
everyone in Oxford an 
opportunity to be a part of 
making Oxford one of the 
greenest cities in the UK. 

With the latest IPCC 
report reaffirming the 
dangers of climate change 
and with flooding and high 
energy prices affecting many 
Oxford residents, now is the 
time for local people to take 
action and to join others in 
making Oxford a low carbon 
capital. 


Week 


Councillor John Tanner, 
Board Member for a Cleaner, 
Greener Oxford, said: “We 
want to highlight to everyone 
just how green our city is, 
and to inspire people to 
get involved in one of the 
fantastic sustainable projects 
our city has to offer. 

“| applaud all of the 
organisations supporting and 
taking part in Low Carbon 
Week and | hope this event 
will be a huge success and 
become part of Oxford’s 
annual events calendar.” 

The events take place 
across the city from 
Saturday 14 to Sunday 22 
June at various locations in 
the city. 

There are lots of ways 
in which individuals and 
organisations can get 
involved in LCO Week: 

@ Register an existing 
‘green’ event happening 
between 14—22 June 

@ Add a ‘green’ theme to 
existing events eg ‘school 
assemblies, sermons, 
creative arts groups, book 
clubs, shop displays etc 

@ Work with other 


organisations to put on 

a special event for LCO 
Week—for example film 
showings, gigs, talks, open 
days or tours 

@ Provide a free venue 

for workshops, talks, film 
showings etc 

Low Carbon Oxford 
Week will end with a bang 
at Tandem Festival—a new 
not-for-profit ‘eco’ European 
music festival at Hill End. 
Tandem festival which will 
showcase a diverse range of 
musicians and performers, 
alongside workshops, 
documentaries and talks 
promoting community 
projects and eco-living, 
all whilst making as little 
environmental impact as 
possible. 

A full events listing will be 
appearing soon at 
www.lcoweek.org 

There will also be a 
prize reuse competition 
for all ages to enter, and 
an opportunity for local 
individuals and organisations 
to pledge to help make 
Oxford a low carbon city. 
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Tyndale Community School 


= a 


as 
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By Beth Speich 


ARE you aware that Oxford has a brand new 
primary school, not far from The Leys? 
Tyndale Community School is a new, state- 
funded primary school, which opened 


—_ 


its doors to the first intake of pupils in 
September 2013. It is located in William 
Morris Close, off Hollow Way in Cowley, and 
will be undergoing extensive refurbishment 
over the next few months to provide a state 
of the art environment for teaching and 


into your first choice school, this could be 
of interest to you. You have another choice; 
there is still time to get a place at Tyndale for 
September 2014 entry into the brand new 
Reception year. What’s more, there are even 
a few places available in Year 1. 

| speak from personal experience, as 
my daughter is one of the fortunate children 
to take part in this exciting new school. Key 
to the children’s learning is an inclusive 
Christian ethos; the school welcomes 
children of all faiths and none. 

The school works closely with the families 
and ensures that each child is treated as 
an individual. My daughter has progressed 
enormously since September; it’s amazing 
to watch. She’s not only developed 
academically, but she’s gained important life 
skills, focussed on building her confidence 
and character, and generally learnt how to be 
a good person. From the very beginning my 
instinct told me this school has something 
1 special, and as time goes by | can see that | 
made the right decision to accept a place for 
my daughter at Tyndale. 

If you would like to see for yourself 
what Tyndale has to offer, why not come 
along to their fun morning on 14 June from 
10am—12.30pm? Activities will include a 
bouncy castle, face painting, games and 
craft activities. It’s all free of charge and will 
include homebaked refreshments. 


‘ — 
| 
learning. 


As a Leys resident myself, | am aware 
of the limited spaces available in the few 
schools on the Leys. If you are among the 
many parents who find themselves in a 
situation where your child is not accepted 


@ You can also contact the school direct for further information or a personal appointment: 
Email: parents@tyndalecommunityschool.co.uk 


SISTA CHARLOTTA 
A COMMUNITY CHAMPION 


By Natty Mark Samuels 


WHEN | reflect on community champions, 

| think of Charlotta Bass. Truly deserving 

of that designation, she fought for other 
communities, as well as hers. She spoke out 
against Japanese-American internment during 
the Second World War, and fought alongside 
the Chicano communities, during the Sleepy 
Lagoon case, when a group of Mexican- 
American youths were wrongly convicted of 
murder. 

She fought for integrated schools and 
employment rights; against restricted housing 
and policebrutality. Her main weapon was 
the California Eagle, which she wrote for and 
edited for 40 years. 

The deathbed wish of the Eagle (formerly 
the Owl) owner, John Neimore, was that 
Charlotta take over the running of it, one of 
the oldest black newspapers in California. 
Taking on the responsibility, she re-named it 
the California Eagle. With expert handling, it 
reached the heights of advocacy. Trained and 
honed, it became the weapon of choice for all 
communities to use. 

Her weekly column, entitled 'The Sidewalk’, 
became legendary. A regular highlight on 
issues, new and old, that affected the people 
of Los Angeles. After long time war with the Ku 
Klux Klan, the KKK took the California Eagle 
(her and husband Joseph Bass) to court —- ona 
charge of libel. Victories, whether big or small, 
are needed here and there. Soaring above the 
sickness of the Klan, the Eagle won the case. 

The Eagle fought the bomb. As one witha 
preference for peace, she campaigned against 
the atom bomb. Later on, she wrote for an 


ending to the Korean conflict and for warmer 
diplomacy in the Cold War. 

In 1952, after an initial nomination from 
Paul Robeson, she became the first black 
woman to run for the Vice-Presidency of the 
United States. Knowing the new Progressive 
Party would never win, she said "Win or lose, 
we win by raising the issues." 

One of my favourite stories about Charlotta 
Bass is that in her retirement, in her house 
by the lake, before the stroke; she turned her 
garage into a library/reading room; an inter- 
generational hub, with an emphasis on youth 
usage. An open invitation; a place for young 
and old to step into, to be enriched by our 
Sista Charlotta, Patron Saint of Community 
Champions. 


Parent Information Line: 07974 821173 School Office: 01865 454000 


www.tyndalecommunityschool.co.uk 


To find out more and to register for the workshop please email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
We look forward to seeing you! 
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WHAT'S ON 


in the Leys 


ADVICE 


m@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


96 Blackbird Leys Rd. Gives free 


independent and impartial debt 
advice and counselling. 
Drop-in sessions: Mondays 
2.00—4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am-12.00pm. 


Also in the Farmhouse, Tues and 


Thurs, 10am—12pm. 
@® 01865 770206 


Young Peoples Jobshop 


Every Wednesday, 1.30-3pm at 


the Early Intervention Blackbird 


Leys Young People Centre. 
Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE 
one-to-one advice. 

Blackbird Leys Young people's 
Early Intevention Service 
Satellite, Blackbird Leys Rd, 
OX4 6HW 


Leys Job club 

Free one to one support for 
unemployed job seekers (you 
don’t need to be receiving 
benefits). Help offered with 
CV, application forms, advice 


about courses, apprenticeships 


and volunteering. Also free 
workshops in Food Safety, 
first aid, IT, English, Maths and 
ESOL. 

@ Judith, 07769 235 395 
Leysjobclub@gmail.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HOT ON! 


HEATING SPARES 
MCLEE Tou CAN THESE 


We supply gas, oil, water and 
commercial heating spares in the 
UK and abroad to customers all 
over the world! 

Tel: 01865 779925 

Fax: 01865 748035 

Mob: 07821530828 
info@hotonheatingspares.co.uk 
www.hotonheatingspares.co.uk 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 

71 Long Lane, Oxford OX4 3TN 
@ 07960 328170 

Hawtin Electrical 

@ 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


CRAFTS 


WITNEY SEWING 

AND KNITTING CENTRE 
We are a family run business 
whose aim is to provide 
customers with a friendly and 
efficient service for all their sewing 
and knitting needs. 

We have an extensive range of 
haberdashery and provide repair 
and maintenance services. 


61 High St, Witney OX28 6JA 
@ 01993 702772 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
@ 01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CHILDREN 


BLAP Afterschool Club 
Outdoor and indoor activities 
for yrs 8-13 in a structured 
environment. 3.00-5.30pm. 
£1 per session (5 sessions £4) 
@® 07530933690 

and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


m@ New Baby Group Inc. 
Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm-2.30pm 

at Leys Children’s Centre, 
Cuddesdon Corner. 

@ Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja 
for Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 


@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. @ 01865 772886. 


m@ Maluchy group 

for Polish speaking families 
with children ages 0 to 5 years. 
Saturday, 10.00am-11.30am, at 
Pegasus School. 

@ Agata, 07874 187 704 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5 to 7. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30-6.30pm, at the Holy 
Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 
@Alexandra, 07804 500313 


CLEANING 


Merry Maids 

Wheatley Rd, OX44 9DY 
@ 01865 368999 

Molly Maid 

Oxford 

@ 01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, OX4 4GP 
Tel: 01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 
@ 07417 439520 


GARSINGTON BABY 
AND TODDLER GROUP 
Needs new children to come and 
join the fun! 

Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am (term 
time only) at Garsington sports 
and social club (on Denton Lane) 
£1.50per family (includes drinks 
and snacks) Everyone is welcome 
@ Jess 07930957654 


OTHER 


WRITING, EDITING 
AND PROOFING 
Experienced freelance writer 
and editor offers professional, 
confidential and reliable service 
for writing, editing, and proof- 
reading.CVs, formal letters, 
thesis, manuscripts, brochures, 
invitations, etc. 

Can produce work overnight. 
Highly competitive prices. 
Contact Leys News office. 

Tel. 01865 711756. 


Dovecote 
Afterschool Club 
Tuesdays—Thursdays, 3.15- 
5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 
@@ 01865 712299 

& 07974 234661 


Brownies 
Holy Family Church Hall. 


bblbrownies@gmail.com 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


@ Leys Kiddie Club 
Thursdays, 9.30am-2.30pm, at 


= Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30-9.30pm at 


ages 13 to 18. 
@ 01869 259681 


@ Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable 
for mothers and toddlers held 
on Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


= Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at 


Greater Leys, 7.00-9.15pm. 
@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 

@ 01865 775849 

Dominos Pizza 

57 Between Towns Rd, OX4 3LR 
@ 01865 777137 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS 
@ 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS 

@ 01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore 
OX4 4LD 

@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, OX4 6NQ 
@ 01865 792037 


GARDENS 


The Garden 

99-100 The Market, OX1 3YD 
@ 01865 240709 

Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford 

@ 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, OX1 5AR 
@ 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EF 
@ 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford 
@ 01865 326066 


@ Jennifer Pleass 07886 757338 


Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. £1. 


Sandy Lane West. Boys and girls 


the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 


A quick guide to what's 
available locally. 


If you have a service or event 
you'd like to include, please 
ring 01865 711756 


@ Tiny Tots Majorettes 
(for ages 4—7yrs) At the Barn in 


from 6-6.45pm. £3. 
New members welcome. 
@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


m@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4.00-5.00pm 
£1.20. For 14-18 year olds 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


EDUCATION 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use 
of computers for adults and 
children, photocopying etc. 
Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am-12pm and 
1.30-5pm 

Tue: 9am-12pm 

Sat: 9.30am-12.30pm 

Friday Closed 


@ 01865 770403 


@ Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in 
Maths and English. 

@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


@ Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


Nightingale Avenue, Wednesdays, 


LEISURE 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool 
Blackbird Leys Road. 
General swimming times are: 
Mon & Fri, 5.45-6.45pm; 

Sat & Sun, 11.15am-1.00pm, & 
1.30-2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 
Mon, 12-1.00pm; 

Wed, 11.30-12.30pm 

Water Workout: 

Tue and Fri, 12-1.00pm 


Slimming World 
Thurs, 12-1.00pm 


@ 01865 467040 


@ Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and 
Thurs, 5pm. 


@ Boxing Club 
Tues and Thurs 7.30-9.00pm, 


@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 


@ The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: 
Mondays, 10.30-11.30am 


Body Balance: 
Tuesdays, 11.00-12.00pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: 
Wednesdays, 10.15-11.15am 
Body Pump: 

Thursdays, 9.30-10.30am 
Pilates: 

Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am 
Boxercise: 

Fridays, 10.30-11.30am 
Overs 50s indoor cycling: 
Mondays, 11.30-12.15pm 
@ 01865 467020 


at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys Rd. 
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@ Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is 
looking for new members. Open 
night every Thursday from 6pm. 
@ David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


@ Girls Football (15+) 

Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 

@ Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


OLDER PEOPLE 


m@ Prime Time Over 50s group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am-3.30pm, 
at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road (£1.50). Keep fit, 
bingo, indoor bowls, speakers, 
activities and trips. 

@ 07534 740589 


@ Golden Circle 
@ Mrs S Williams, 01865 770626 
and 07748 999522 


Silver Circle 
@ 435954 (Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre) 


m@ Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue 
OX4 7W4J. 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


m@ Leys Community Church Over 
60s Club 

Wednesday afternoons. 

@ Keith Templar, 715815 


@ Grandparents’ Stay & Play 
Bring your grandchildren to the 
Leys Childrens Centre drop-in, 
specially for grandparents. Weds 
1-3 pm at the Dovecote. 


The Clockhouse 


see box on 
opposite page 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 
Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 12 months). 
To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children/babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


JOBS 


Start your own business 

with Neals Yard Remedies. 

For more info call Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, OxX4 4XP 
@ 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS 
@ 01865 778709 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in 
threading eyebrow/full face. 
Beauty treatments, holistic 
therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, 
Oxford OX4 3PH 

@ 01865 777059 


www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 
Qualified, Professional, 
Experienced. Great Results 
Ladies cut & blow dry... £15.00 


MenisicUi teen case merece £8.00 
Chilldrenizevensses scene £6.00 
Perms (including cut) ..... £38.00 
Highlights ....... from £38.00 


(including cut) 
@ Jenny, 01865 776777 
& 07501 787 123 


Spirit Hair Design 
Tel: 01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, OX4 7ZD 
@ 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness 
Club, Kassam Stadium 

@ 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


MARIE SOLOMON 
Come and experience the 
Ultimate Massage Treatment 
BOOK NOW 


@ 07983 911905 
Coleyville@hotmail.com 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY 
@ 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, OX4 6TJ 
@ 01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY 
@ 01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can pay £10,000 | 


3.8 4 bedroom houses URGENTLY 
repeded| Wie will remt or buy! 


Problem selling or renting your 


residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 


Want a fast sale at near 
& ~ market price? Solutions for 
- properties with little or no 


equity, refurbishment work 
taken on. Whatever your 
circumstances there may be a 
solution for you. 

@ Call Marilyn on 01865 308067 

or 07990 630 332 

E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, OX4 2NH 
W@W 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, OX4 212 
@ 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 

37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 
@ 01865 777889 
Taylors Windows 


Greater Leys 
@ 01865 773486 
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working together to get support NOTICES Christian Harvest Ministries 
MEEDEEINS for, to share experiences. Lunch LOCAL CHURCHES Meets at the Jack Argent Room at 
@ Skiptrix Fitness Class available for £1. Socialist Party Meeting : BBL Community Centre, Sundays, 
Get fit, tone and lose weight. @ 07729 581975 Last Tuesday of every month a enue 4 ee hae a 3-5.30pm 
Thursdays, 6.30-7.15pm at the § Oxfordshire Mind at Leys Links Centre,Blackbird ir a a eae i it ay, vam, " _| @ RevAlice Kinyanjui, 01865 
Ark T Centre, Cowley. Gh areuursee-areuneandulier Leys Road. Starts 7.30pm ea eee | wom | 701129 
- vFOUP @ 0208 9888777 Timeout: Reflective worship. Lj) a2 a 
Satudays, 10-10.45am at the | @ Seventh Da 
support are available for anyone MostSundays 6 300m = y 
Barn, BBLeys. £4.00 per class. | with @ mental health problem. per aie a Adventist Church 
® Trish, 07957754355 Te iidoutmore-dion into The Leys Wi Church Office Hour; Mondays Th 1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
trishwisdom@ Sore ctr ee Meets the first Wednesday of | | (except bank holidays) at 6.30- t Saturday first service: 9.45-11 
yahoo.co.uk Cowley Wellbging Centre in St A mOnthur p aay’ aturday first service: 9. am. 
y g each month, 730pm to 9.30pm, | | 7.30pm. For enquiries, hall bookings, Second service: 11.15am~12.30pm 
@ Yoga For All James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns alte Cease wedding arrangements. Sin ReLbibic patie ante 
Experienced Yoga teacher. Road. ue Ui @ Revd Heather Carter. 01865 778728 Photo: Jo Stannard ee SRG 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 | at 01865 247788 ES HieleySMIGhYANOO COU | [tea ireen rennet cere nie aca eteeoe oe 
™ ZUMBA Fitness Party @ Tai Chi & Qigong ‘ www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk Community Centre 
Tues, 6.30-7.30pm at The Oxford | Class every Thursday morning Leys Community @ Redeem Christi @ Chi ine Bed Sunday Service: 11am-1.30pm. 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. | 9.45-10.45am. Ark T Centre, M arket pra al Ses ab 07985 neh Maen) All night prayers: Fridays, 7-9pm 
@ 07714 248177 Crowell Road, Cowley. Wests at thaileleure Centre Bible Study: Sundays, 11am—12pm 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com | £5 & £6. First class half price. Freshly grown and home Baan ena  Chrisco Ministries Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com @ 07974185554 produced goods ...from local veg, Rae SEnice 326 OOo Meets at Jack Agent Room at the 07932 964056 & 07877 054600 
Spins chutneys, cheeses and bread, to sOey eee eee BBL Community Centre, Sundays, Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
m The Listening Centre ™@ Rosewood Club jewellery, perfumes, hand crafted | Bible study on Fridays i A = u me s: a ee 2pm  www.mtzionox.org 
Counselling service based at for people with dementia gifts and more. Enjoy a tasty except last Friday of month. = ts 
Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre. | Open weekdays, 9.30am-3pm. | lunch/brunch in the café. = oe 679044 and 01865 eae Eel Ae eal ips alae 
‘@ 01865 794794 Providing a stimulating, enjoyable Girne ine dame 
; ; Next dates at the Barn, www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk @ Sacred Heart unday service: Tlam—ipm, 
@ Survivors and social day while your family Nightingale Avenue: ae ne Gatholle Church children's church runs concurrently. 
Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird | carer gets a well-earned break. Saturday 31 May ‘i oe enna C sts Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
Leys Community Centre. £11 per day all inclusive, plus a Saturday 26 line ie aye Z uA am - we SRR 9:30am, with Pegasus Road, Oxford. OX4 6JL 
9.30am-3.00pm. A self-hel transport charge if used. Aisieeieeeie dagueel fetta antes ine Wdran’e |i : Tel: 07951262426 
f i h h @ Graham Hooper, 01865 749349 ean (includes special activities for See eel uy ang Email: admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
roup of people who use or have é teh: 
ail Meni Heath Services, www.daybreak-oxford.org.uk Be ego | iden and young people) Re eee a Web: www.kiccoxford.org.uk 


The Clockhouse Community Centre Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look for the clocks on the roof) @® 01865 395908 +E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, and all Leys over 50s ™ Crafts group for over 50s B Welcome events for local keep the Clockhouse courtyard 
2 are _ a Bring your own knitting, crochet,  over-50s te seer sears ee a 
@ Games club for over 50s F or sewing. £1. Every Wednesday, New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse __ fresh air and good company while 
m™ Clockhouse Open Day — Enjoy playing dominoes, scrabble ™ Gardening club Date d ‘ Project? Or nal been for awhile? — doing something for your local 
Saturday 17 May, 11amto3pm 4 4 wide choice of other games Monthly meeting of SLIGO Meet others and find out more, at community. Regular work parties 
ee wwiththistriendly and sociable = [aout ™ Creative writing for over 508 these FREE, friendly socials. Our held. For details call: 395908 
FREE ADMISSION. Come group. Next date Monday 19 May Gardening Organisation). £2 Get creative and express yourself community project is for everyone i it , 
and find out “what's on’ at the 130-3 30pm. £1 ’ per meeting. Adults of allages ina friendly, supportive group. aged 50 and over, living anywhere ™ Watercolour/acrylics 
Clockhouse, and help support ’ ; pee: very welcome. Next meeting: No experience needed. Please on the Leys. Please tel: 395908 painting group 
the different voluntary groups ™ Dancing for over 50s Thursday 1 May, 24pm. tel: 395908 if you are interested. for date of next event. Both beginners and more 
based in the building. Tel: Monthly dances. Next one: (Wednesday afternoons 1.30- m Eveni ay experienced painters very 
395908 for details. Monday 12 May—Line Dancing | | Yoga for over 50s 3pm from 4 June to 2 July). £2 per : vening activities group welcome. No formal tuition but 
style, 1.30-3 pm. £2. Seated/standing exercise, and session. All welcome. Join the CLANGers (Clockhouse thers will help you get started! 
relaxation. Beginners very Activity Nights Group) at our Thursdays, 2-4 pm at Potters 
welcome. Why not come and give 5 coe CoUISS® be over-508 friendly evening socials. Meet Court (Robin Place, Greater Leys.) 
councillors and discuss any iis Mendy rupee aye Eker Tyra ate Sapa Sear eaeieete = ee aig, 
Eee cy ahaa concerns. First monday of the Tuesday in May, 10-11am. £2 skils, or how to make DVDs. £1 welcome! £2. : m NEW! Drawing and sketching 
ee th Avine Contre. yo Month (except Bank Holidays) atm Singing for fun for over 50s Per Session. Youneed to book a BINGO NIGHT: Wednesday 28 ue Haha s0s. ae 
the Clockhouse, 6.30-7.30pm. No pressure, or reading music, Place. For more info call 079511 May, 7-9pm, ocal art tutor Adrienne Brunton 


book an appointment call 395908. ; fe ea net 49724. or 07962 88737 . will be joining the Potters Court 
Next date: Monday 19 May REA ON ES SUUIE: esti acneichiey singing Beene QUA GH). Nedesdy => group one Thursday per month, 


lease note it's a week early, ® Oxfordshire Unlimi good company. Aimed primarily at i Tai chi for over 50s due. ive ti 
(oavoid the bank holy) and Coffee Morning. peodlelivngin and near the Leys. Seated and standing exercise to For dell cal: 385008 ail ening Pee 
Monday 30 June, 10am-12.30pm Thursday 29 May, 12-2 pm. OU _—-Every Tuesday, 1.30-3.30pm (no help you get more supple, and gw Community Gardening run between May and October. 
(12-12.30pm is ‘drop-in’'—no supports and empowers people Session on 27 May). Free. boost your energy. Thursdays Adult volunteers of any age are _— The first dates are: 22 May and 19 
appointment needed for this slot.) with disabilities. FREE. For details call 395908. 10—11am throughout May. £2. needed and welcome, to help June. For more details tel: 395908 


@ Over 50s advice 
Free monthly, confidential, advice 
on benefits, debt, housing and 


@ Councillors’ Surgery 
Drop-in session to meet city 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


B i a ¢ 4 poo i @ Parish Council Northfield Brook Ward 


7 _ Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Mrs Ann ™@ Steve Curran —Labour 
ri Pp Booker. Non-position holders: Tanya Prescott, 88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, Ox4 1TG 
Chris Hatton, Brian Lester, Cyril Martin, Mrs @@ 07941 785538 
Sheila Smith, Pat Stannard StephenCurran55@yahoo.co.uk 
For further details telephone 07754 271831 @ Scott Seamons —Labour 
(9am—5pm, Monday to Friday). Send mail to Flat 14, 113 Oxford Rd, OX4 2GY 
Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 181 Wroslyn  ‘@® 07910 595047 
Road, Freeland, Witney Oxon OX29 8AL cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


Also check leysonline.net to find out about Steve Curren and Scott Seamons have a 
surgery at 6.30pm on the first Monday of the S & R CH I L D S 


Parish Council Meetings. 
month at the Clockhouse. FUNERAL SERVICES 
Managed by the third generation of Childs family, 


@ Oxford City Council 
Blackbird Leys Ward @ Oxfordshire County Council 


§ Val Smith —Labour Leys Division Pharmacy House 142 Choford Rowd 


: 4 London Road Cowley 
4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD @ Val Smith —Labour Headington Oxford 


‘@ 07767 446051 4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD Chord ONS HAA ON IEA 
or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk @ 07767 446051 Tel: 01865 A27272 Tek: 01865 Tay 


mi Rao Hilmberstone —labour val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
7 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys. 
@ 01865 779678 lm Member of Parliament The Parade = Courtland Road 4 Elms Parade 


ieteniiig thie tk | | clithumberstone@oxford.gov.uks im Andrew: Sith =—fatour Onford Road Rosehill Botley 
Kadl ington CASTER Ontond ON44H4 Csferd (M2 FL 


25 Augu st to 29 Augu st oe and Rae Humberstone will be doing Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford fel: O14K5 778R88 “Te O1RES 7727HO «Tel: O1HAS 2454n4 
street surgeries every other week. They can @® 01865 595790 


www srchilds.couk infot@erchilds.couk 
Wie seerciglion in repatriation bo and frown ihe LIK 


If interested contact Edward for make arrangements. 


prices and details on Leisure Centre from 3.00pm 
07795 037307 P Far of Lingriaty ple . AL Bintisk (onrmtpan ¥ 


Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys 


Staying in The Lawton Hotel. also visit people in their homes—ting or email to andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 3 
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Different Strokes 
for Different Folks 


Stella and Consolata became firm friends through The Leys Children’s Centre, after 
they overheard each other talking in their native language of Swahili. They were part 
of the recent Community Journalism Training course held at the centre, and have 
joined Leys News as volunteers. 
As they are both parents, they talk a lot about the differences between bringing 
up children here and in Africa, and in this first feature Stella recounts what it was 
like for her growing up in Africa, and how different things are for her own children. 


"| WAS sitting on the upper 
deck of the number 5 bus. The 
clock had just struck 12 and 
it was chiming away amongst 
the hustle and bustle of Oxford 
City activities. Busy people 
lined the streets, the High 
Street shop windows were 
plastered with huge ‘SALE’ 
signs. Historical architecture 
dotted the pavements, but my 
mind was miles away. 

"Away from the cobbled 
streets of Oxford, away from 
the magnificent architectural 
buildings. | had gone down 
memory lane, to a little village in 
Africa where | grew up. One that 
| hold dear to my heart, though 
England is the place | now call 
home, having lived here for close 
to ten years and with kids of my 
own. 

"| had just spotted a scar on 
my arm. My finger finding its way 
to it, touching it, memories as the 
day | got it. See, | have scars that 
| got in my childhood. Scars got 
as | played in careless abandon 
before | knew what the future 
held. Scars that helped me reach 
my milestones. Oh, how | wish | 
would have been immortalised in 
my childhood. 

"| now look at my six-year-old 
daughter who seems so eager 
to grow up and wonder if one 
day she will look back and miss 
her childhood. Difference is, in 
place of scars for memories, she 
will have photos and diaries to 
remember them by. Photos of 
holidays enjoyed, places visited, 
a far cry from what | had. We did 
not have much when growing up, 
but we made do with what was 
available and boy, weren’t we 
happy! 

"On this particular day, | had 
just finished helping around 
with the morning chores. | was 
expected to sweep and do the 
dishes, which is | must say is 
unlike what my children help 
around with. Theirs is to carry 
out light chores such as clearing 
the table. Nevertheless, | must 
have been around six or seven 
at the time and could not wait 
to meet up with my friends. You 


Stella 


Consolata 


should have seen our faces, full 
of glee as we hopped, skipped 
and jumped. It was a particularly 
hot, sunny afternoon, the sun’s 
rays piercing through the air 

as if it was payback time for all 
the weeks of constant rain. We 
decided to go fora swim; a 

dip in the river was a thrilling 
experience for us. 

"Now every time | take my 
children swimming | cannot help 
but notice the vast difference 
between how children swim 
here and back in Africa. For us, 
we taught ourselves to swim, 
whereas my children enjoy 
doing so in the comfort of a 
pool, complete with instructors, 
changing rooms and the lot. 

"So we went for a swim, not 
hesitating for a minute even 
though we were only allowed 
to go under supervision, which 
would be in form of an older 
sibling. Throwing caution to the 
wind, we quickly undressed and 
jumped in the river in our birthday 


suits. Splashing and kicking in 
the cooling waters, showing off 
our skills. You see, we never took 
notice of our nakedness, nor 
did anyone else, yes, we had 
that kind of complete innocence. 
This was a society that was 
completely different, as no-one 
suspected the other of any ill 
motives. Children were just that, 
children. 

"Hardly did we notice the 
time fly by as our escapade was 
rudely interrupted by the voices of 
women coming to fetch water. We 
froze, our eyes met, we did not 
need words to communicate that 
we had to get out of there as fast 
as humanly possible. We knew 
we would land in hot soup if the 
ladies happened to spot us. 

"Back home, we believe in the 
saying it takes a community to 
raise a child. It did not matter that 
they were not our mothers; we 
would be dealt with thoroughly. 
| worry for my children having 
been brought up in what could be 


described as a ‘look on society’ 
rather than a ‘step in and act’ one. 
Due to this, | find some situations 
are contrived in the name of 
protecting our kids from harm, 
robbing them of the freedom to 
be themselves. To run free, enjoy 
being young. 

"Our naked bodies darted 
in all directions, scrambling to 
find our clothes as we looked 
for places to hide. My friends 
went behind some shrubs, but | 
decided to go up a tree. At least 
here | could get a better view 
of the ladies. | held my breath, 
afraid to make any movements 
so as not to attract any attention. 
After what seemed like an eternity, 
they left. 

"My friends crawled out of 
their hiding places, each half 
dressed, looking like a scene 
from a circus. Where did our 
clothes go? That was a mystery 
that was to be solved later. | 
decided to show off my prowess 
by doing some gymnastics as | 


got down. 

"| must have miscalculated my 
move as the next thing | knew my 
foot was caught on a branch. | 
shrieked in pain. My friends were 
torn between helping or running 
home. As they contemplated this, 
the branch gave way, landing on 
the ground with a thud, my right 
arm taking the brunt of my weight. 
My friends still had the audacity 
to laugh at me. 

"They turned round and ran 
as fast as their legs could carry 
them, leaving me to trail behind 
them. 

"Funny how kids can be 
mischievous no matter where 
they are brought up. | could 
not help but think that this was 
punishment for being cheeky 
as | limped my way home. Half 
dressed skin as dry as the 
Sahara and the wrath of my 
mother yet to face..." 
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OXFORD Blackbirds Under 9's 
won their second cup of the 
2013-14 season, when they beat 
Didcot Town Red. 

Having beaten Barton 5-1, St. 
Edmunds 5-1 and being awarded 
a home win in the group stages of 
their third competitive competition 
they have played in, the Blackbird 
Leys side thought they could 
capture their second trophy. 

Both sides were evenly matched 
and Didcot were giving Blackbirds 
their toughest ever test. Alfie 
Bowles was in great form in goal 
and put in a brilliant performance, 
pulling off some excellent saves 
through out the game. 

The game was played ata 
high tempo for boys of their age 
and both sides were giving a 
great account of themselves and 
either team could have opened 
the scoring. The first half ended 
O—0 and the spectators had been 
treated to an exciting display of 
football by the two talented sides. 

The second half was played in 
exactly the same spirit with both 
sides enjoying their share of the 
possession and both keepers 
keeping their sides in the game. 
Blackbirds thought they had 
taken the lead when Bradley 
Boaden struck the cross bar and 
the ball bounced down. All of 
the Blackbirds supporters were 
celebrating but the referee did not 
award the goal as he said the ball 
hadn't gone over the line. 

This sparked Blackbirds into life 
and they seemed to be spurred on 
at what they saw as an injustice to 


them. As they pushed forward to 
get a goal they left Bowles open 
to Didcot’s counter attack and on 
one such attack Didcot capitalised 
when Aaron Hooper slotted past 
Bowles and put Didcot in charge 
of the game halfway through the 
second half. 


This did not dampen Blackbirds’ 


United stung 
by Bees 


By Daniel Samworth 


Oxford United ladies started 
their Womens Super League 2 
campaign with a defeat at home 
to the London Bees. 

Despite having most of the 
play United went down to a much 
more clinical Bees side. The first 
chance of the game came United’s 
way when Katie Stanley’s shot was 
saved by London’s keeper Sophie 
Harris. Fans around the ground then 
thought Oxford had taken the lead 
when Helen King’s shot was put in to 
the side netting. 

The Bees then took the lead 
after a neat touch from Amber 
Gaylor put through team mate Lucy 
Loomes who slipped past Oxford 
Defender Jemma Connor-lommi 
and smashes the ball past the on 
rushing goalkeeper. However after 
the goal the Oxford side stepped up 
a gear and looked the more likely of 
the two teams to get the next goal 
and were unlucky not to be going in 
to half time level when a cross from 
Stephanie Mobbs evaded everyone 
in the box only for Holly Pickett to 
arrive at the back post only for her 
effort to hit the side netting. 

Second half and the chances 
came once again when London 
Bee’s Sydney Hinchcliffe who 
worked space for a shot near 
the Oxford area only to see it go 
straight into the arms of keeper 


Demi Lambourne. Arguably one 
of Oxford’s best chances fell 

to defender Rosie Lane as the 
defender found herself on the end 
of a free kick but was unable to 
seize on the opportunity as her 
shot trickled wide of the post. Soon 
after it was 2-0 to the Bees when 
Oxford’s Captain Jemma Connor- 
lommi’s loose ball was collected 
by Gaylor who smashed it past the 
helpless United keeper. 

United however continued to look 
to go forward and almost found their 
much deserved goal when Stanley 
stole the ball from Gaylor and played 
the ball through to substitute Laura 
Low who put her half volley effort 
just wide. There was time for one 
more London Bee's goal when Billie 
Brooks hit a free kick from 30 yards 
high in to the air and was able to 
lob the unsuspecting Lambourne. 
Although it’s a 3—0 loss, Oxford 
can take positives from this result 
and use it to push on their next 
WSL2 game away at Doncaster on 
Saturday. 


Oxford United starting XI: 
Lambourne, Mobbs, Connor-lommi, 
Lane, Chivers, Stanley, Hines , 
Pinker, Pickett , King, Allison, 


London Bees starting XI: 

Harris, Chappell, Lee, Herson, 
Brooks, Wakefield, Hurley, Nuttall, 
Hinchcliffe, Loomes, Gaylor 


enthusiasm and they kept plugging 
away and with three minutes to go 
Blackbirds were awarded a free 
kick midway in the Didcot half. 
Defender Jeuel Harris set himself 
to take the long range free kick and 
arrowed the ball straight into the 
back of the net bringing the sides 
level. With the game nearing an 


SECOND CUP WIN 
BR 


end both teams were looking for a 
winner and when Blackbirds broke 
from a Didcot corner substitute 
Ben Bruno went on a winding run 
skipping past his opponents with 
ease and then planted a low shot 
into the bottom corner to give his 
side the lead. 


Didcot took the resulting kick off 


Leys News |19 


and the referee blew his whistle to 
signal the end of the game. 

"| am absolutely delighted with 
the result, and the performance. 
The boys showed great character 
today against very good 
opponents. Didcot showed a great 
understanding of the game, passed 
the ball round crisply and knew 
how to exploit the gaps when we 
pushed forward and punished us 
when they could. Alfie Bowles put 
ina man of the match performance 
and kept us in the game. | am really 
pleased with the team for trying 
their best all the way through the 
game," said Stuart Parsons. 

"lam really pleased for the goal 
scorers too. Jeuel's goal was a 
great free kick, and he was very 
emotional about it, and Ben hasn't 
been with the club long so to score 
the winner for us has helped him 
establish himself even more in 
the team. | am lucky to have such 
a talented side and hope to keep 
them together for many more 
years. We have a great group of 
parents too and everyone gives 
their support every week." 

Oxford Blackbirds are one of 
the oldest youth football clubs in 
the city and have some very good 
sides competing in the Oxford 
Mail Youth League at various age 
groups. 


@ If you are interested in 
sponsoring a team, volunteering 
for the club or have a child 
interested in joining Blackbirds 
F.C please contact Stuart at 
oxfordblackbirds@yahoo.co.uk 


Social Rounders League 


WITH the weather finally looking 
a little brighter GO Active are 
providing a fun way for people 

to get out and enjoy it again this 
spring with a fun, social Rounders 
league in South Park. 

Many people enjoy Rounders 
as a child; in fact it is one of the 
most popular sports, but there is a 
huge drop in the number of players 
after the age of 16 when people 
leave school. 

Rounders is a fantastic sport 
to play whatever your age and its 
inclusivity means it can be enjoyed 
by everyone from the complete 
beginner to the seasoned pro and 
can involve friends, family and 


Success for 


colleagues. 

Like most sports it also offers 
many health benefits, plus itis a 
great way to de-stress and unwind 
after a day at work. 

That is why GO Active are 
inviting workplaces across the city 
to get on board and enter a team 
into this summer’s league. 

GO Active are looking for adult 
teams of between six and ten 
players to register for a series of 
informal matches to be played in 
Oxford’s South Park. The matches 
will take place on a weekday 
evening and will be starting in 
June. 

The social league started last 


Blackbird Leys 
Badminton Club 


THE club has had another successful season 
winning awards in a number of men’s and 
women’s categories. In the 2013-2014 season 
they have achieved Men's Doubles, Division 4 

— 1st Place, Women's Doubles, Division 3 — 1st 
Place and 3D, Division 4 — 1st Place. A fantastic 


achievement for the club. 


The club is a friendly and sociable group that 
was founded in 2012. New members are always 
welcome. It participates in the Oxfordshire 
league from September to March each year, and 


meets on Sunday 6—8pm at the Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road OX4 6JL. 


# To find out more contact 
Wayne Prescott on 07812945181 


summer and proved a huge hit with 
eight teams and over 100 people 
getting a round in. 

Ali Vaughan, Captain of the 
eventual winners, said: “Team 
Superbugs had a blast taking part 
in the league, and have certainly 
caught the rounders' bug. We are 
looking forward to the chance to 
defend our title!” 


@ For more information or to 
register a team for the summer 
please contact Vicki Galvin, 
GO Active Coordinator at 
vgalvin@oxford.gov.uk 

or 01865 252720. 


To discuss your advert email John 


at advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


or email pididdy2003@yahoo.co.uk 
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A NEW ERA AT KASSAM 


By Joe Parker 


MID April marked the 
beginning of a new era at the 
Kassam as Oxford United 
welcomed new head coach 
Gary Waddock to the Kassam. 
The visitors were fourth place 
Fleetwood Town. 

The game started of at 
a slow pace with Fleetwood 
enjoying the lion share of 
possession. For someone as 
young as me it seemed like 
an age for Oxford United to 
have their first shot it came in 
the 20th minute when David 
Connolly had a shot that took 
a deflection off Deane Smalley 
and nearly wrong footed the 
Fleetwood goal keeper Chris 
Maxwell. 

The game was the same 
story until the 30th minute 
when the Oxford defence gave 
away a corner. The corner was 
whipped in and Fleetwood’s 
Mark Roberts knocked the ball 
on after poor marking from 
Oxford and Fleetwood’s top 


scorer David Ball scored the 
easiest goal of his career with 
a tap in on the line. This was 
the story for the rest of the first 
half. 

The second half started with 
Andy Whing being replaced 
with Nicky Wroe. On the 51st 
minute David hunt gave away 
a foul on the edge of the 
box. Antoni Sarcevic smartly 
put the free kick in the top 
right hand corner. With the 
scores at 2—0 the fans were 
extremely disappointed and 
the body language of some of 
the players did not help, some 
of the players just didn’t look 
like they wanted to get back 
into the game. This was the 
story for the rest of the game 
with Oxford having just one 
more shot on target. The final 
whistle blew and that marked 
the end of a poor performance 
form Oxford but a really well 
deserved win for Fleetwood. 
This result meant that for the 
first time this season Oxford 
were out of the play off places. 


Win for Oxford City 


By Daniel Samworth 


AFTER a much needed victory 
in their recent fixture away at 
Gloucester City, Oxford City were 
aiming to keep moving in the right 
direction only two days later at 
home to Gainsborough Trinity and 
that's exactly what they achieved. 
The win moved Oxford City up 


two places and out of the relegation 
zone and closer to their opponents 


who sit in 17th place in the Skrill 
Conference North. 

It was a quiet first half at Court 
Place Farm in which Oxford City 


had the majority of the play and two 
half decent chances with a Michael 


Pook free kick and a header from 


Captain Darren Pond. Trinity keeper 
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Barnes was the busier of the two 
keepers in the first half. 

In the second half Trinity 
started the brighter side, and the 
first chance of the half fell to Greg 
Young but his header was easily 
collected by City goalkeeper Matt 
Bulman. 

Trinity definitely stepped up the 
tempo in the second half and had 
more of the ball and had another 
good chance when on loan forward 
Jamie Wotton got put through, only 
for City defender Mark Preece to 
put a challenge in to send the ball 
out for a throw. 

City then had the best chance 
of the game before the late winner 
when Josh O’Hanlon managed to 
get down the wing and flash a ball 


across goal where Mike Symons 


was inches from putting City ahead. 


City finally managed a late winner 


when in the 88th minute they won a 
free kick which was expertly floated 


in by Michael Pook only for centre 
back Mark Preece to rise above 
everyone else and head across 
goal in to the top corner and give 
City their much needed win in the 
battle to avoid relegation. 

City now face Stalybridge 
Celtic a team in which they went 
above with this win which makes 
this game a six pointer and one 
City hope to win in order to gain a 
bigger gap between themselves 
and the threat of relegation. 


Carnival funds 
boosted by footy 
tournament 


PLANS are underway for the Cowley Road Carnival on 
Sunday 6 July the biggest community event in Oxford, 


celebrating the many different nationalities living in the city. 
To help raise funds to pay for this free event and to add 
to the celebrations, Cowley Road Works is joining with Bar 


Aroma on Cowley Road and Brookes Sport to put on an 
international charity football tournament. 

Organisers are looking for 32 teams to compete in 
The Aroma Carnival Cup on Sunday 1 June, 12—5pm 
at Brookes Sport on the Headington Campus. A special 


guest will present prizes at the end of the day. All players 


must be aged 18 or over. 


@ For more information or to register your team 


contact Zaylie on fundraising@cowleyroadworks. 
org or call 07840281979. 


Boost for 
disability sport 
in Oxfordshire 


PEOPLE with Mental Health 
problems in Oxfordshire will 
have more opportunities 

to get involved in sport 

after Oxfordshire Sports 
Partnership received 
£262,928 of funding from 
Sport England’s Inclusive 
Sport fund. 

The Active Body, Healthy 
Mind project is one of 44 across 
England that will benefit from 
£8.06 million of National Lottery 
investment from Sport England 
to open up more opportunities for 
disabled people to play sport. 

One in four people in the UK 
will experience a mental health 
problem during their life and at 
any one time the figure is one in 
six people. In Oxfordshire that 
translates to 88,500 people. A 
significant proportion of those 
people have a mental health 
condition that has an effect on 
their day-to-day activity which 
lasts more than 12 months, 
which classes the condition as a 
disability. 

The Oxfordshire Active Body, 
Healthy Mind project will help 
1250 people with mental ill health 
take up a wide range of sports 
through one to one mentoring 
and group support. The project 
is led by the Oxfordshire Sports 
Partnership working with a 
consortium of mental health and 


other community organisations. 

Chris Freeman, Managing 
Director of the Oxfordshire 
Sports Partnership, said: 

“Active Body, Healthy Mind is an 
example of the positive benefits 
we can bring to Oxfordshire 

with partnership working. It’s a 
fantastic opportunity to engage 
individuals with mental ill health 
in sport providing a wide range 
of sporting opportunities to 
increase participation in disability 
sport and make a positive impact 
on people’s lives.” 

Local mental health charity, 
Oxfordshire Mind, will be playing 
a leading role in the ‘Active 
Body, Healthy Mind’ partnership 
and will be hosting a Sports 
Coordinator to manage the 
project. David Agnew, Head 
of Community Services for 
Oxfordshire Mind, said: “We're 
delighted to be able to be part 
of this joint effort to help people 
improve their health, fitness 
and wellbeing. Our Sports Co- 
ordinator will be working with 
local communities to help people 
access new ways to exercise. 
With one in four people in 
Oxfordshire experiencing mental 
health problems, making it 
easier for everyone to boost their 
physical and mental health is a 
great way to help people get the 
support they need.” 


